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Quality components include Citizen® quartz movements. ™/ 
Water resistant with two year warranty. Elite watches packaged 
in tin gift box. Team watch packaged in tuck box. 


‘Bama’ and ‘Elephant’ design are 
available with leather strap or bracelet. 
Please specify which design 

when ordering. 
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Women’s 


Elite Model - w/oiled leather strap - $79.95 


Team model - w/velcro 
sport strap - $39.95 


Elite Model - w/stainless steel bracelet - $89.95 


To order by credit card, call: 


800-713-2261 


To order by mail, send check or money order to: 

Bama Watch, PO Box 866104, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 L AN A ity 
Add $6.95 for ground S&H and 6% sales tax for AL residents. ff 
Allow 2-4 weeks for delivery.Rush delivery normally available. 
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P.O. Box 866104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054 
(205) 345-5074 
FAX (205) 345-1260 
E-Mail: BamaMag @ aol.com 
For subscriptions: 1-800-713-2261 
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_ Hotline 


Two Ways to Dial! 


1-900-226-2262 
(1-900-226-BAMA) 
or Toll Free at 1-800-390-5010* 


*Same Great Information. Same Cost. 
With our credit card system you can access the "BAMA 
HOTLINE from hotels, pay phones, work, 


and 900 Line-Blocked numbers. 
VISA and MasterCard accepted. 
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Charge is $1.59 per minute 


Callers under 18 obtain parents’ permission 
24-Hour Service 
Calls may be made from TouchTone or rotary telephone 


FOOTBALL UPDATES 
Daily updates (Selection 2) by 8 p.m. CT after practices 
and Weekly updates (Selection 3) by 8 p.m. CT Sundays. 
Football Updates resume in August 


RECRUITING INFORMATION 


Updates (Selection 5) by 8 p.m. CT Sundays through May, then June 1, July 1, 
August 1. Weekly reports resume in September 


UPDATES ON ALL BAMA SPORTS 
Updates (Selection 4) by 8 p.m. CT Sundays through May, then June 1, July 1, 
August 1. Weekly reports resume in September 
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On The Cover: Football defensive end Antwan 
INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE Odom had a good freshman season in 2000, then 


had to sit out last year with shoulder surgery. He 


made excellent progress in the spring and should 
O al te Nn ts be an important part of the Crimson Tide defense 
this year. See Page 12. Barry Fikes Photo 
Spring Football: 
Franchione Optimistic After Drills 6 


Alabama Head Football Coach Dennis Franchione was generally pleased with the improvement and 
performance of his Crimson Tide squad this spring. Here’s a look at Bama following spring football 
practice. by Kirk McNair 


Antwan Odom: 

He Woke Up, Healed Up, Bulked Up 12 
Defensive end Antwan Odom bears little resemblance to the young man who showed up at Alabama a 
couple of years ago. Between treatment for sleep apnea, shoulder surgery, and a healthy dose of weight 
room work, he now has the potential to be a star defender. by J.E. Lisby 


Dre Fulgham: 
He’s Got Game...And Name Game 14 


Dre Fulgham hasn't had a great deal of playing time in his first two seasons at Alabama, but based on 
his performance this spring that’s about to change. Fulgham should be high up in the wide receiver 


playing rotation. by Evan Woodbery 
The A-Backs: 
Combination Runner, Receiver New Weapon 16 


Although Alabama Head Coach Dennis Franchione has tried to down-play the importance of the use of 

the “A-Back” as a college football innovation, it could be an exciting addition to Alabama's offense. 

Shaud Williams and Ray Hudson have special skills, and Franchione wanted to find a way to use them. 
by Kirk McNair 

Lance Cormier: 

Senior Pitcher Answers The Call 20 
Alabama has great baseball tradition, and any player who can break an established record has truly ac- 
complished something. Senior right-hander Lance Cormier already has a couple of Bama marks-in- 
cluding most pitching victories~and will have several more by the end of the year. by Peter Edmund 


NCAA Gymnastics Championships: 
There’s No Place Like Home For Tide 23 


The Alabama gymnastics team was on its home court for the national championships and the Crimson 
Tide didn’t disappoint the home crowd, winning Bama’s fourth national championship. _ by J.E. Lisby 


Spring Signees: 

Men’s Basketball Gets Late Surprise 24 
It was a disappointment when Alabama's “Mr. Basketball,” Kennedy Winston, signed with Cal last 
November. However, by this spring circumstances had changed. Winston received a release from Cal 
and signed with Alabama. by J.E. Lisby 


Football Recruiting: 

Prospects Are Now Being Evaluated 26 
College football coaches are on the road for evaluations this spring. The decision-making process that 
comes to fruition next February includes what recruiters learn in late spring and early summer through 
on-campus evaluations and football camps. by James Edwards 
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Spring Football: 


by Kirk McNair 


Bama players stepped up, 
and Tide should be “better 
than we were last year” 


hen Alabama’s football team 
completed its public showing, 
the annual A-Day Game, it also 


marked the completion of spring football 
practice. And Crimson Tide Head Coach 
Dennis Franchione didn’t mind admitting he 
was pleased. 

Franchione, who watched Alabama's pre- 
vious 14 practices up close and viewed the 
A-Day Game from the press box, said, “I 
think we have a chance to have a better 
football team. I’m always cautiously opti- 
mistic, but leaving spring practice I’m think- 
ing we're better than we were last year.” 

He added, “The team had a great spring.” 
He pointed out that spring practice can be 
drudgery, but that his squad showed enthu- 
siasm, a good work ethic, and a positive atti- 
tude throughout the spring. “I admired the 
way our guys stepped up,” he said. 

The 15th practice of the spring was the 
one that most Alabama fans—some 
37,000-saw as Bama had its annual spring 
game at Bryant-Denny Stadium. That game 
is not ordinarily a great barometer of how a 
team will play the next fall in part because a 
team rarely shows much in the spring. But 
this A-Day Game may have been a little un- 
usual, 

Even the most casual observer could note 
the team is in better overall shape and much 
stronger than in the past. Additionally, fun- 
damentals are already in place, players ex- 
hibiting outstanding technique and mechan- 
ics. 

Franchione said, “Last year at this time we 
were not yet a team. This year we are. This 
year our players believe in our coaches. 
They know our coaches care about them as 
people and as students, as well as players. 
Our coaches have been patient and the play- 
ers have responded. We have a great esprit 
de corps. 'm very pleased about that.” 

It is difficult for a team to look good when 
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Franchione Optimistic After Drills 


Although Alabama Head Football Coach Dennis Franchione watched the A-Day Game from the press 
box, he saw all other Alabama spring practices from a much closer perspective. Franchione liked what 


he saw of his second Crimson Tide football team. 


it plays itself, as is the case in a spring game. 
But Bama offensive linemen were strong in 
run-blocking, as was the case last year, and 
much-improved pass blockers. Defensive 
linemen held the line of scrimmage. 
Linebackers filled the holes and pursued. 
Runners ran hard. Receivers ran crisp 
routes, but defensive backs were effective 
knocking them off their routes. Tight ends 
were used very little in the A-Day Game, but 
seemed in earlier practices to be a major part 
of the offense. 

While Tyler Watts spent most of A-Day on 
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the sidelines, he proved in the spring that he 
deserves to be number one when fall prac- 
tice opens in early August. He has demon- 
strated better strength and passing tech- 
nique. Moreover, there is no substitute for 
the experience he has gained in previous 
seasons. Finally, even though it was not per- 
mitted in spring practice, Watts has proved 
that when necessary he can move the foot- 
ball on the ground, becoming in effect an 
additional running back. 

Meanwhile, the battle to be number two 
between redshirt freshmen Brodie Croyle 
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and Spencer Pennington held the interest of 
quarterback watchers in the A-Day Game. 
For the spring, it would probably not be in- 
accurate to say that Watts increased the gap 
between himself and Croyle and that Croyle 
increased the gap between himself and 
Pennington, who split time between football 
and baseball. Still, because of his strong 
arm, Croyle could factor in a fast run when 
the Tide reports back in August. 

However, that strong arm will need some 
harnessing, the type that likely can come 
only with game experience. Because he can 
make the tough pass, Croyle sometimes at- 
tempts to make a pass that is too difficult, 
and one that will be exploited by defensive 
backs on major college football teams. 


relatively easy 20-6 win over the White. 

The Crimson used a strong running 
game to achieve victory. Ahmaad Galloway 
was near-unanimous winner of the Dixie 
Howell Award as he ran 16 times for 107 
yard and one touchdown. Shaud Williams 
added another 95 yards on just eight rushes 
and got the few votes not awarded to 
Galloway. (The media also votes on the 
Dwight Stephenson Most Valuable Lineman, 
an award that ordinarily goes to a defensive 
player, but this year it went to Crimson cen- 
ter Alonzo Ephraim.) 

Franchione said, “I thought it was a good 
day, all-in-all. Although we held out some 
starters because of injuries, | thought our 
front-line starters did well. Ahmaad 
Galloway had a good game. Shaud Williams 
gives us something new. Tailback is a good 
position for us with Ahmaad, Shaud, 
Santonio (Beard) and Ray (Hudson).” He 
added that Bama had implemented the “A- 
Back” this spring in order to take advantage 
of the special skills of Williams and Hudson, 
sometimes along with another tailback. 

In addition to rushing yardage, Galloway 
had three receptions for 44 yards and 
Williams one catch for 10 yards. Beard and 
Hudson were the leading rushers for the 
White team with Beard running 12 times for 
66 yards, including a late touchdown to 
avoid the shutout, and Hudson had six 
rushes for 53 yards. 

The other Crimson touchdown was a 
nine-yard pass from Pennington to fullback 
Nick Signaigo with 30 seconds left in the 
second quarter to give the Crimson a 13-0 
halftime lead. 

Pennington completed six of 12 passes for 


I: the A-Day Game, the Crimson took a 
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year) 


fensive guard Dennis Alexander 


and sophomore offensive guard Justin Smiley 


Nick Ridings 


67 yards, but connected only once to a wide 
receiver, a four-yarder to Brandon Greer. He 
had one pass intercepted, a pick by safety 
Waine Bacon. 

Croyle quarterbacked the White team, hit- 
ting seven of 15 passes for 118 yards with 
one interception. Dre Fulgham was the lead- 
ing receiver in the game with three catches 
for 53 yards. However, the most dramatic 
pass of the game, which led to the White's 
touchdown, was an excellent 45-yard con- 
nection with Lance Taylor. Triandos Luke 
had a 28-yard catch. 

The interception suffered by Croyle was 
called “a great play by Anthony Madison” by 
Franchione. It was also an important one as 
it came early in a scoreless game with the 
White with a second-and-two at the 
Crimson eight-yard line. From there the 
Crimson went 92 yards in nine plays with 
Galloway going the final 16 for the touch- 
down. 

Watts, the upcoming senior, quarter- 
backed the first quarter (including the first 
three plays of that scoring drive), but his 
only statistics were an “in-the-grasp” sack. 
Watts was protected from tackles, but red- 


Date Opponent 
August 31 Middle Tennessee State 
September 7 Oklahoma 
September 14 North Texas 
September 21 Southern Miss 
September 28 Arkansas 
October 5 Georgia 
October 19 
October 26 Tennessee 
November 2 Vanderbilt 
November 9 Mississippi State 
November 16 
November 23 Auburn 


Spring Training Award Winners 


At the conclusion of each spring practice, Alabama coaches select a number of spring 
awards, named in honor of former Crimson Tide football stars. This year those selected were: 
Lee Roy Jordan Headhunter: junior rover Brooks Daniels (who also won the award last 


Jerry Duncan “I like to Practice”: sophomore cornerback Anthony Madison and junior of- 


Billy Neighbors Most Improved Defensive Lineman: junior tackle Anthony Bryant 
Woodrow Lowe Most Improved Linebacker: senior Marvin Brown 

Bobby Johns Most Improved Defensive Back: freshman cornerback Anthony Madison 

Paul Crane Most Improved Offensive Lineman: senior tackle Lannis Baxley 

Ray Perkins Most Improved Receiver: juniors Brandon Greer and Dre Fulgham 

Johnny Musso Most Improved Offensive Back: junior A-Back Shaud Williams 

Sylvester Croom Commitment to Excellence: senior tailback Ahmaad Galloway (a repeat) 


Ozzie Newsome Most Improved Freshman: rover Mark Anderson and safety Roman Harper 
Coach Paul “Bear” Bryant Best Walk-on: senior wide receiver Joel Babb and junior snapper 


Derrick Thomas Community Award: senior quarterback Tyler Watts (also a repeat winner) 


2002 Alabama Football Schedule 


Mississippi (Homecoming) Tuscaloosa 


shirt freshmen Croyle and Pennington were 
somewhat fair game in that they could be 
tackled, but not below the waist. Franchione 
said, “I thought it was good to have the 
quarterbacks in a live situation. They will 
only gain from that experience. And its the 
last time they will have it until the Middle 
Tennessee State game.” 

Alabama opens the 2002 season hosting 
Middle Tennessee on August 31 at 
Birmingham's Legion Field. The Tide will re- 
sume practice in early August. 


ranchione said that he thought 
F Croyle’s execution had been good in 

the spring game and that Pennington 
had a good day running and throwing. He 
added, “It takes a special man to juggle aca- 
demics and two sports. Spencer will get on a 
plane tonight or in the morning and join his 
baseball teammates in Lexington. He’s a fiery 
competitor and it showed.” 

While Franchione was not critical of the 
wide receivers, he said, “We need more con- 
sistency. We need them having fewer drops 
and making more plays.” 

Carter is a proven commodity at wide re- 


Site Series Record 
Birmingham First Meeting 
Norman Alabama leads, 1-0-1 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 1-0-0 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 30-6-2 
Fayetteville | Alabama leads, 8-4-0 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 35-22-4 


Alabama leads, 39-8-2 


Knoxville | Alabama leads, 42-35-7 
Nashville Alabama leads, 57-19- 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 68-1 


4 
5-3 
Baton Rouge Alabama leads, 42-18-5 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 38-27-1 
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ceiver, and Sam Collins-who missed spring 
work recovering from shoulder surgery-is 
solid. There is no question that Dre 
Fulgham and Triandos Luke made progress 
in the spring. Thurman Ward moved from 
the secondary to wide receiver and showed 
promise. Brandon Greer and walk-on Joel 
Babb helped themselves in the spring. 

Pennington took the Crimson to its 13-0 
halftime lead with a 10-play, 76-yard drive. 
He and Galloway combined on a pair of 18- 
yard plays. The first was a rushing play in 
which Pennington went for 12 yards, then 
pitched back to Galloway who went six 
more. The second was a pass to Galloway. 
Galloway kept the march alive with a 13- 
yard run on third-and-10 and the touch- 
down pass to Signaigo was set up when 
Williams went six yards, then the White got 
an additional eight yards to the nine on a 
face mask penalty. 

Crimson linebackers Freddie Roach and 
Brooks Daniels sacked Croyle on a fourth 
down play that set up a 48-yard touchdown 
drive. Williams got the final 31 yards of it 
with a burst up the middle to make it 20-0. 

The lone White touchdown came with 
2:47 to play in the 10-minute fourth quarter. 
(The first three quarters were 12 minutes 
long.) Croyle started the six-play, 78-yard 
drive with his 45-yard pass to Taylor. Beard 
finished it with a 10-yard run. 

Redshirt freshman Mark Anderson, who 
converted from defensive end to linebacker 
this spring, was the leading tackler, turning 
in seven stops, including one for a loss, for 
the White. Chris James had six stops for the 
White. Kenny King and Marvin Brown com- 
bined for a sack for the White. 

The Crimson was led by safety Roman 
Harper, who was in on six tackles. 


ranchione said, “Last year the offen- 
F sive line was a concern. As the season 

wore on we got better and better and 
our confidence grew and our offense im- 
proved 100 yards per game over the previ- 
ous year. We're going to expect a lot of them 
this year, even though three of them are just 
sophomores. Last year we made improve- 
ment on run blocking and we need to make 
more improvement on pass protection.” 

The top five from last year return tackle- 
to-tackle. They are Wesley Britt and Evan 
Mathis at tackles, Justin Smiley and Marico 
Portis at guards, and Alonzo Ephraim at 
center. Depth has definitely improved with 
the likes of redshirt freshman J.B. Closner at 
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Ahmaad Galloway was a runaway winner of the Dixie Howell Memorial Award as the most outstand- 
ing player in this spring's A-Day Game. Galloway will continue his battle to hang on to the starting 


tailback job when practice resumes in August. 


center and the revived Lannis Baxley at tack- 
le. A key to having a complete line in the fall 
will be what kind of shape Dante Ellington 
and Dennis Alexander return. 

The line should also improve after Mathis 
undergoes surgery to repair a stress fracture 
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in his leg, an injury he labored with 
throughout last season. The surgery proce- 
dure will allow Mathis to be back in work- 
outs quickly. 

Franchione noted that the A-Day coaches 
elected to go with the strength of the team 
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offensively, which was the offensive line and 
the tailbacks. Though Galloway won the 
Dixie Howell Award, as the spring pro- 
gressed one had the feeling that Beard had 
crept past Galloway into the number one 
spot at tailback. It may be the most memo- 
rable play of the spring was a 51-yard touch- 
down dash by Beard that was reminiscent of 
the long touchdown run he had to start the 
second half and the overall rout of Auburn 
last fall. Still, Galloway's hard work is appre- 
ciated by the coaching staff and he will con- 
tinue to get plenty of playing time even if he 
doesn’t keep his starting job. 

The most exciting feature of spring train- 
ing was unveiling of the A-Back, the hybrid 
running back/receiver spot manned by 
Shaud Williams and Ray Hudson. Hudson is 
faster, but Williams seems to have the intan- 
gibles to be number one. (See Page 16.) 

While fullback may be a dinosaur in 
Alabama’s current offense, the fullbacks 
(Donnie Lowe, who missed most of the 
spring with a concussion, Nick Signaigo and 
Marquez Dupree) and weakside tight ends 
(Theo Sanders, David Cavan) have been 
combined into a new “W” position. This 
will be primarily a blocking position, but 
will also have some running and receiving 
responsibilities. The “W” will line up in the 
traditional fullback spot or as a tight end or 
as a slotback, something like the “H” back 


of recent years. Theo Sanders had an excel- 
lent spring and will be number one at this 
spot. 

The “true” tight ends weren't used much 
in the A-Day Game, but the picture from 
spring training is that the tight end will be 
used more in the offense this fall. Donald 
Clarke is the leader because of his blocking 
ability. However, look for hard-working 
Clint Johnston to make a move at one of the 
tight end spots. 


Ithough among those missing the A- 
A= Game with injuries were defen- 

sive ends Kindal Moorehead, 
Nautyn McKay-Loescher, Todd Bates (who 
was out all spring) and defensive tackle 
Jarret Johnson, Franchione said, “I think the 
defensive line can be a strength for us next 
year. Kenny King had a wonderful spring. 
Anthony Bryant made strides. Atlas Herrion 
(converted from offensive line) had flashes, 
although we'll decide later if he'll stay on de- 
fense. Antwan Odom came back from injury 
and improved every day.” 

It is not inconceivable that Bama’s starting 
defensive line in the fall will be Moorehead 
and Odom at ends and King and Johnson at 
tackles and that all will end up playing in 
the NFL. McKay-Loescher, Bates and Bryant 
could be excellent back-ups, and tackle 
Derek Sanders and end Gerard Clark made 


strides. 

Best bet is that Herrion will stay on de- 
fense. That proved to be a good experiment. 
The Tide also worked giant Bart Raulston at 
defensive tackle, but Raulston has the same 
problem on defense as he does on offense, 
which is lacking a quick first step. 

It may be that Alabama's outside lineback- 
er, strongside linebacker Cornelius Wortham 
and rover Brooks Daniels, don’t get much 
credit because they quietly get the job done 
while everyone focuses on what is happen- 
ing at middle linebacker. At middle 
linebacker Saleem Rasheed took his consid- 
erable potential to the NFL camps. However, 
the position appears to be in good shape 
with super redshirt freshman Freddie Roach 
and “the natural,” converted linebacker 
Marvin Brown, who turned in the hardest 
hits of spring practice. 

The emergence of Jason Rawls from off- 
season knee surgery and from off-the-field 
problems gives the Tide an additional out- 
side man who is big, fast, smart, and who 
has a linebacker demeanor. And the experi- 
ment of moving redshirt freshman Mark 
Anderson from defensive end to outside 
linebacker was a very good one. Redshirt 
freshman Juke King being third team is a 
tribute to those in front of him. 

Franchione said that part of the problem 
quarterbacks and receivers had in the A-Day 


Guess At Alabama’s Depth Chart At End Of Spring 


Although Alabama does not issue an official depth chart, here is a guess at how the Tide would line up after the conclusion of drills. Note that 
we have combined fullbacks Donnie Lowe, Nick Signaigo and Marquez Dupree with weakside tight ends Theo Sanders and David Cavan in the 
“W” position. We have also included the A-Back and an extra wide receiver on offense to reflect possible combinations, although, obviously, 
Bama can have only 11 playing at once despite the listing of 13 positions. 


OFFENSE 


Split End—Triandos Luke, Tarry Givens, Joel Babb, Leslie Williams 
Quickside Tackle—Wesley Britt, Lannis Baxley, Von Ewing 
Quickside Guard—Justin Smiley, Matt Lomax, Danny Martz 
Center—Alonzo Ephraim, J.B. Closner, Montre Walker 

Strongside Guard—Marico Portis, Dennis Alexander, Mark Sanders 
Strongside Tackle-Evan Mathis, Dante Ellington, Boone Stutz 
Tight End—Donald Clarke, Clint Johnston, Teddy Gryska 
Quarterback—Tyler Watts, Brodie Croyle, Spencer Pennington, 


Matt Miller 


Tailback-Santonio Beard, Ahmaad Galloway, Josh Smith, 


John Caldwell 


W-Theo Sanders, Donnie Lowe, Nick Signaigo, Marquez Dupree, 


David Cavan, Matt Mynes 
A-Back-Shaud Williams, Ray Hudson 


Flanker—Antonio Carter, Thurman Ward, Brandon Brooks 
Wide Receiver—Dre Fulgham, Sam Collins, Lance Taylor 


Punter—Lane Bearden, Michael Ziifle, Jeremy Schatz 


DEFENSE 


Left End—Antwan Odom, Todd Bates, Gerard Clark, Jon Brunson 
Left Tackle—Jarret Johnson, Derek Sanders, Atlas Herrion, 
Adam Campbell 
Nose Tackle—Kenny King, Anthony Bryant, Bart Raulston, 
JoLee Taylor 
Right End-Kindal Moorehead, Nautyn McKay-Loescher, 
TJ. Shaddix 
Strongside Linebacker—Cornelius Wortham, Jason Rawls, Juke King 


Middle Linebacker—Freddie Roach, Marvin Brown, Robert Allen, 


King Gladney 


Rover—Brooks Daniels, Mark Anderson, PJ. Fletcher 


Left Cornerback—Gerald Dixon, Charley Peprah, Corey Ferguson, 
Rafael Tyrus 


Right Cornerback—Hirchel Bolden, Anthony Madison, 


Roberto McBride 
Strong Safety—Waine Bacon, Carlos Andrews, Chris James, 
Marc Miller 


Safety—Charles Jones, Roman Harper, Hamid Haqq, Eric Moore 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Kickoff—Lane Bearden, Michael Ziifle 


Placekicker-Mike McLaughlin, Michael Ziifle, Brian Bostick, Gabe Giardina, Alex Fox 
Kickoff Return—Antonio Carter, Triandos Luke, Shaud Williams, Ray Hudson, Brandon Brooks, Joel Babb 
Punt Return-Brandon Brooks, Antonio Carter, Anthony Madison, Roberto McBride 
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Snapper-Nick Ridings, Boone Stutz 
Holder—Lane Bearden 


Redshirt freshman safety Roman Harper is one of the newcomers in the secondary expected to make 
Alabama a much better pass defense team in 2002. Harper had an impressive showing in this spring's 


A-Day Game, 


Game and throughout the spring is the im- 
proved play of the secondary. While return- 
ing players come in for praise, he men- 
tioned again that redshirt freshmen corner- 
backs Anthony Madison and Charley 
Peprah and safety Roman Harper “have ele- 


10 
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vated the play and the competition in the 
secondary.” Still, he said he would “reserve 
final judgment” on the improvement in the 
secondary “until the helmets (of the opposi- 
tion) change color.” 

Most of the attention has been on new- 


comers, but Hirchel Bolden, who missed 
spring work while recovering from shoulder 
surgery, will again be in the mix at corner- 
back. There is no doubt that cornerback 
Gerald Dixon and strong safety Waine 
Bacon showed improvement this spring. 
And it may be that the most improvement 
by a returning veteran was by safety Charles 
Jones. As good as the newcomers appeared 
to be in the spring, only Madison was able 
to take a number one job, and that was in 
the absence of Bolden. 


here were a couple of missed extra 
points in the A-Day Game because of 
an interesting demand placed by 
Franchione. Each team had three place- 
kickers. In order to have a successful point 
after touchdown, all three kickers had to be 
successful. Although there were no field 
goal attempts, had there been points would 
have been awarded on the basis of how 
many of the three kickers were successful. It 
would take all three for three points (That 
set up the possibility of a team scoring the 
so-called impossible football number of 
“one.”) The bottom line, said Franchione, is 
“we still need one to emerge.” 

There are some questions about the kick- 
ing game going into fall practice. Although 
Lane Bearden is back to punt, he was not 
consistent last season or this spring. Bama is 
searching for a new place-kicker to replace 
the graduated Neal Thomas, but none has 
emerged. On various days the best place- 
kicker could be Mike McLaughlin or 
Michael Ziifle or Brian Bostick or Gabe 
Giardina. Ziifle has a strong leg both as a 
punter and place-kicker, but lacks consis- 
tency. 

Although Alabama attempted to put in the 
entire kicking game for A-Day, it will be 
August before all the return and coverage 
pieces can be put together. A.C. Carter and 
Triandos Luke may have a little edge on 
Shaud Williams and Ray Hudson as the 
kickoff return tandem. Carter would proba- 
bly be considered the leader as punt return 
man, although a consistent Brandon Brooks 
might change that picture. 

Nick Ridings is back to snap. Lane 
Bearden, who has proved he is not afraid of 
contact while covering his kickoffs, got a lit- 
tle more than he bargained for when, as 
holder, he had to run with a bad snap. Atlas 
Herrion flattened him. But Ridings has 
proved himself as an effective snapper and 
Bearden appears to be a good holder. 
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will once again be available to Crimson Tide (| \ U, 
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Antwan Odom: 


He Woke Up, Healed Up, Bulked Up 


by J.E. Lisby 


Redshirt soph defensive 
end has made comeback 


for a player to be described as a “proto- 

type.” Ordinarily it’s a hopeful term, re- 
ferring to an athlete who seems ideally suit- 
ed for a position. A cornerback prospect an 
inch-and-a-half taller than normal, or an 
offensive lineman with long arms, making 
him a perfect candidate for pass-blocking 
tackle. Of course all too often the next 
Deion Sanders ends up moving to offense, 
and that can't-miss left tackle is better suited 
to telling jokes than blocking on-rushing 
linemen. 

Coaches look for a budding star whose 
physical gifts match up with the mental 
make-up necessary for his position. Such 
appears to be the case with Alabama defen- 
sive end Antwan Odom. 

Tall (6-5), broad shouldered, long arms, 
narrow hips, big hands, natural strength and 
a long, loping stride that yields surprising 
speed for an athlete his size, Odom is an 
NFL draft choice waiting to happen. 
Defensive Line Coach Stan Eggen said, “The 
physical ability is the first thing you notice. 
Physically he's a gifted young man. Antwan’'s 
a big kid. He's got tremendous strength and 
speed; long arms. All of the physical at- 
tributes youre looking for.” 

During his long and successful coaching 
career, Tide Defensive Coordinator Carl 
Torbush has made a habit of sending ath- 
letes off to pro football. “There’s no question 
Antwan has great potential,” Torbush said. 
“Talent wise he’s got as many tools as ath- 
letes I've had the pleasure to be around who 
are up in the NFL right now. But the thing 
those players were able to do was take their 
potential and ability and turn themselves 
into very good football players.” 

Torbush and Eggen point out Odom is just 
now coming into his own as a college-level 
defensive end. In a move that was common- 
place with the previous staff, he was thrown 
into the fire as a true freshman, playing in 
every game and starting twice. But his num- 
bers (only 13 tackles and five quarterback 
pressures) indicate he had some maturing 
left to do. “I got here weighing 247 pounds,” 
Odom said. “Used to they'd just blow me off 
the ball. I didn’t have a chance.” 

Last season was over almost before it 
began, as Odom was forced to sit out the 


I is not unusual in sports conversation 
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No one is kicking sand in Antwan Odom’s eyes 
anymore...except the sandman after Antwan 


was cured of sleep apnea. Barry Fikes Photo 


year following surgery to repair a badly sep- 
arated shoulder. “It was very difficult having 
to watch,” Odom said. “It got to the point 
where I didn’t like to go to the games. I 
wanted to be out there. Watching just made 
me mad. | blamed it on myself for getting 
hurt. I hadn’t ever sat out of any sport be- 
cause of injury.” 

Odom had actually separated his shoulder 
first in high school. But determined not to 
miss games, he didn’t tell anyone, keeping 
his arm close to his side and ignoring the 
pain until the joint improved on its own. 
“When I went to school the next day I 
couldn't move it,” he said. “I just held my 
arm tight and never told anybody. When I 
got to college was the first time I ever told 
anybody, I hate sitting out of anything.” 

Now that last year's frustrating season and 
rehabilitation are behind him, Odom is 
grateful to have the shoulder finally healed. 
“I was ready to play in the bowl game,” he 
said. “But if 1 had played it would have 
messed up the redshirt year. Now I’m very 
happy I’ve got three full years left. I got it 
fixed and I’m back out there.” 


dom started spring drills with his 
() tua: 100 per cent and no linger- 

ing pain, but that doesn’t mean that 
he played at full speed. “He needed to con- 
tinue to push himself and learn to strain his 
body,” Eggen said. “He started to gain confi- 
dence in his shoulder. Each day you saw 


more.” 

Any time an athlete suffers a major injury, 
there is doubt that must be overcome. Odom 
said, “It was a mind thing. I had it in the 
back of my mind that ‘Man, I hope it doesn’t 
pop out again.’ I didn’t want to reach my 
arm out. I wouldn't use it or I'd just use it a 
little bit. It took about two weeks, but once I 
started I was all right. It feels like there was 
nothing done to it, like it’s a brand new 
shoulder.” 

These days Odom is feeling like a kid 
again, bringing back memories of the young 
boy who used to run all the time. Growing 
up poor in Bayou LaBatre, he admits he 
didn’t have a lot as a child. But he had 
enough. Mom (Doris Odom) and Grandma 
(Irma Lee Sewer) kept him grounded, taking 
care of him and carrying him to church. And 
sports helped keep him out of trouble. “1 
was always pretty much the biggest and 
strongest,” Odom said. “I've played football 
since I was eight years old. And I played 
park baseball. As a pitcher I hit more people 
than I struck out.” 

Bigger than the other children (he wore 
size 13 shoes at 13 years old), for a long 
time Odom assumed basketball was his fu- 
ture. But a high school coach's advice altered 
that goal. “I was always the center, the big 
man inside,” Odom said. “I thought | was 
going to the NBA. But one day my coach 
came up to me and told me | had a slim 
chance of making it in basketball, but foot- 
ball would take me to college. I really never 
thought I'd go to college. It never crossed 
my mind until my junior year.” 

Shoulder surgery was the second major 
medical problem Odom overcame in 2001. 
Before the season began, the big lineman was 
diagnosed with sleep apnea, a discovery that 
would change his life. “I had no idea there 
was anything wrong,” Odom said. “I wasn’t 
sleeping well at night. I was tired. In school I 
would think that the class was so boring I 
couldn't stay awake. I didn’t sleep at night, 
which made me sleepy during the day. There 
were a lot of teachers who got mad at me.” 

Sleep apnea prevents proper breathing at 
night, actually cutting off the supply of oxy- 
gen to the brain and causing the individual 
to wake up repeatedly to catch his breath. “I 
went to DCH (Regional Medical Center) to 
their sleep lab for two nights,” Odom said. 
“They told me I woke up 17 times one night 
and 20 something times the next night. Now 
I use a machine that blows air and keeps my 
airways open. That lets me breathe and gives 
my brain oxygen. I don’t snore anymore ei- 
ther, which is a big thing for my wife.” 

Odom also remembers being short-tem- 
pered with his teammates, irritable and con- 
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stantly out of sorts from too little sleep. 
Remarkably, it was Tide Head Coach Dennis 
Franchione who first suggested Odom’s 
problem. Sitting in a staff meeting dis- 
cussing player academics, Franchione lis- 
tened to the coaches and academic advisors 
describe the professors’ complaints and sug- 
gested that Odom be tested for the disorder. 

Odom said, “It was a big relief. I realized I 
wasn't a lazy person. | don’t miss any classes 
now. When I had sleep apnea, I wouldn't go 
to sleep at night. Then I'd sleep through my 
classes. My grades are better now. Plus, I can 
listen and not forget, and it shows on tests. 

“I got stronger and bigger. When I used to 
come in the weight room I'd yawn and get 
sleepy. But now I work out and run and feel 
fine. 've got a lot of energy now. I used to 
stay mad at the guys. I didn’t like them to 
mess with me. I had a bad temper when | 
didn’t get enough sleep. | was mean, but 
now I just smile. Now I'm full of energy. It 
feels like a new life, a new me.” 


dom isn’t the only one smiling these 
days. Since correcting his sleep 
apnea and rehabbing his shoulder, 
he’s made remarkable progress in the weight 
room, bulking up to 280 pounds. Head 
Strength and Conditioning Coach Ben 


Pollard said, “I've worked with a couple of 
kids who have had that corrected, and with 
all of them their body weight has gone up 
tremendously. A big part of body weight is 
good, deep sleep. If you never get into that 
REM sleep, the body never recovers as well.” 

Since January of last year Odom has in- 
creased his bench press from 360 pounds to 
440, his squat from 455 to 540, the hang 
clean from 300 to 385, and his incline bench 
press has gone up a startling 115 pounds 
from 290 to 405. “He’s had great gains, 
there’s no doubt,” Pollard said. “His strength 
levels are just phenomenal. I’m not only 
impressed with his comeback, but that he 
did it within that time frame. To get back to 
this strength level in that amount of time is 
incredible. During his rehab, every time we 
got permission to do more, he was in here 
lifting weights every day to strengthen his 
shoulder. I’m not putting any limits on him. 
He’s already surpassed what I would have 
expected at this point, so it's hard to say how 
strong he can be. | think he can bench 500 
pounds, clean 400. I just think that he is 
very gifted.” 

Projecting that he'll likely start the season 
around 275 pounds, Pollard said Odom is 
actually slightly above his optimum playing 
weight. “A lot of it was just eating,” Odom 
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said. “I like to eat. My wife (Brooke) started 
cooking and I ate. Regular meals on a regu- 
lar basis.” 

Having finally matured in terms of size 
and strength, Odom is now focusing on the 
challenge of achieving his vast potential on 
the football field. “He’s rusty,” Torbush said. 
“Right now Antwan has not really played. 
He played as a freshman but he didn’t play 
last year. So before you talk too much about 
him he needs to get something done on the 
field. But you'd like to sign about 100 who 
look like him.” 

Even more than his coaches, Odom under- 
stands that he has a long way to go if he 
wants to achieve his dream of playing pro- 
fessional football. “I'm about five times bet- 
ter than I was my freshman year,” he said. 
“I've learned what it means to go every play. 
I've got to learn that when I get tired to push 
myself, to keep my motor running. Plus, I've 
got to learn to play with my hands; getting 
off blocks and attacking with the hands so 
offensive linemen won't get inside and grab 
me.” 

Beyond improving daily as an athlete, 
Odom’s immediate goals are simple. 
“Everybody wants to be a starter,” he said. 
“But as long as | get the playing time, I’m all 
right.” 
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Dre Fulgham: 
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by Evan Woodbery 


Excellent spring thrusts 
him into receiver picture 


re Fulgham had no intention of 
Dee a sultry Montevallo sum- 

mer out on the football practice 
field. He was a basketball player. Basketball 
players practiced indoors, in the air condi- 
tioning, without pads weighing them down. 
It took a persistent high school football 
coach to convince Fulgham of his potential 
in football, not hoops. 

Montevallo Coach Eddie Williams’ first at- 
tempt to bring Fulgham to the gridiron was 
1997. But Fulgham was a tough sell. “He re- 
ally wanted me to play my sophomore year,” 
Fulgham said. “I told him | was going to 
wait. Then I changed my mind and told him 
1 was coming, but I never did show up. | 
played basketball. That was my favorite 
sport at the time.” 

So Fulgham spent another season playing 
hoops. But Williams wouldn't take no for an 
answer. 

“He got on to me really,” Fulgham said. “I 
decided to give it a shot my junior year.” 

Thus began Fulgham’s brief but successful 
high school career. Within months, college 
recruiters were sending letters and calling. 
And within two years, Fulgham was in 
Tuscaloosa on a football scholarship. 

After two years without much fanfare, 
Fulgham has a chance to compete for signif- 
icant playing time in Coach Dennis 
Franchione’s offense this fall. 

“He showed a lot of maturity this spring,” 
said Kenith Pope, the Tide’s receivers coach. 
“For the first time, he has a legitimate 
chance to have a lot of snaps this year.” 

While Fulgham made some excitement 
this spring, he made a bit of a stir on 
Signing Day in 2000. All year long the re- 
cruiting experts had followed the exploits of 
Leonard Fulgham. But when Alabama’s list 
of signees was released, there was no 
Leonard. It was Dre. 

Fulgham only answers to “Leonard” when 
his mother is doing the calling. And he 
doesn’t much like that either. “Sometimes I 
have to correct her,” he said, laughing. 

Leonard Andre has never been too fond of 
his first name, preferring the shortened ver- 
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He’s Got Game...And Name Game 


Junior wide receiver Dre Fulgham of Montevallo has played only sparingly his first two seasons, but 


has shown this spring he’s earned game time. 


sion of his middle name. 

“Since I was a little kid, I really didn’t like 
my first name,” he said. “I like Dre—it’s short 
and simple. It’s more like a football name.” 


Barry Fikes Photo 


And, Fulgham insists, he had his nick- 
name long before legendary West Coast 
gangsta rapper Dr. Dre became a household 
name. 
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“I was Dre way before | ever heard of 
him,” he said. 

Fulgham spent his childhood in 
Montevallo, a Shelby County college town. 

Home to the University of Montevallo, 
Fulgham describes his birthplace as an idyl- 
lic, “family-like” town with friendly folk. 
After his father’s death, Fulgham said two 
women in his life helped keep him on the 
right path.“My biggest influence was my 
mom,” he said. “My dad passed a couple 
months before | was born. She raised me 
and my siblings all by herself. 

“Other than my mom, I have a God-mom, 
Janet Seaman. She gave me great advice, and 
I thank her for that everyday. She’s making 
sure I get an education while I'm here and 
not just playing football. She and my mom, 
they double-team me on that about every 
day.” 

His mom, Betty Fulgham, didn’t expect 
him to last long in the summer heat during 
that first summer of football practice at 
Montevallo. 

“She thought | was going to quit,” Dre 
said. “I was used to playing in the gym. She 
didn’t think I was going to enjoy football 
that well. 

“But 1 got out there and decided to stick 
with it. And after a while, with the contribu- 
tion | was making to the team, I was pretty 
impressed with it myself.” 

In his first year of high school football, 
Fulgham played quarterback and free safety. 
He also returned punts. 

“As I returned a few kicks, they saw the 
athleticism,” Fulgham said. “I got letters in 
the mail and phone calls and all that.” 

Fulgham returned more than a few kicks. 
He returned an incredible six punts for 
touchdowns. Recruiters didn’t know much 
about the kid from Montevallo who sudden- 
ly appeared on their radar screens, but they 
knew he had speed and raw athleticism. 

What did mom think about all the atten- 
tion only a few months after he started play- 
ing the sport? 

“My mom was proud of it,” Dre said. “She 
thought it was pretty impressive.” 

For his senior year, Fulgham switched to 
wide receiver, where he amassed 40 recep- 
tions for more than 800 yards. 

Only months later, with a single season of 
wide receiver experience under his belt, 
Fulgham would be thrust into Southeastern 
Conference football. 


ope is hesitant to say whether 
Fulgham should have been redshirted 
his freshman year. After all, its tough 


for a new administration to gauge the chal- 
lenges of the old regime. And Pope has no 
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intention of second-guessing. “As a new 
coaching staff, we would love to have these 
guys an extra year,” he said. “But redshirting 
is based on needs at the time.” 

Fulgham admits that he was still learning 
the position as a freshman, but said he’s now 
on top of his game. 

“L really only had one year of wide receiver 
when I came here as a freshman,”said the 6- 
1, 215-pounder. “Now, I feel very comfort- 
able as a wide receiver.” 

Fulgham played primarily on special 
teams his freshman year, seeing duty in 
every game and participating in 124 snaps. 
However, he caught only a single pass his 
freshman year, a 46-yard reception in the 
Tide’s 40-38 loss to Central Florida. That 
loss was the low point in the 3-8 final sea- 
son for Coach Mike DuBose. 

After Franchione was hired as head 
coach, everyone was given a clean slate. For 
Fulgham, it meant mastering a different of- 
fensive system. 

“It's a challenge because you want to com- 
pete and know the system more than anyone 
else, because that enables you to have more 
playing time,” he said. “So if you know the 
system more than the guy you're competing 
against, obviously they're going to play you. 
You have to be on your Ps and Qs and make 
an impression.” 

He played sparingly again in 2001, grab- 
bing one reception against UTEP for 34 
yards and one against LSU for eight yards. 
He played in eight games, plus the 14-13 
Independence Bowl win over Iowa State. But 
Fulgham’s junior campaign may be different. 
There’s no Freddie Milons or Jason 
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McAddley. Someone in the Tide’s receiver 
corps will have to make up for the void in 
catches and leadership. 

“It'll be different without them around 
here,” Fulgham said. “I’m used to being 
around them. It’s like a friend is gone. I stay 
in touch with them. They give me tips and 
pointers, and how to be a leader, which | 
think is important.” 

There will still be plenty of competition 
for those Milons’ and McAddley’s catches, 
though. Pope rattles off a list of names of 
like seniors Antonio Carter and Sam Collins 
and junior Triandos Luke. Sophomore Tarry 
Givens may also see more action. 

But Pope said Luke had a strong spring. 

“He's had the demeanor the last couple of 
workouts where he made plays and cut 
down on mental errors,” Pope said. 

Fulgham is also happy about his spring. 

“I made gains strength-wise, speed-wise, 
catching the ball and learning my assign- 
ments,” he said. “Now I've established my- 
self as a go-to guy.” 

He may be a go-to guy, but he’s also a guy 
whose name presents a challenge for even 
the most dedicated linguist. 

Fulgham is pronounced with a soft “g,” 
like “Jerry” instead of “Gary.” 

He's not upset when folks mispronounce 
it, because it happens so often. Even 
Franchione will move back and forth be- 
tween the hard “g” and soft “g” pronuncia- 
tion. Once he even barked out “Fulg-ram,” 
butchering the name further. 

But Fulgham doesn’t mind. He's got two 
years left at Alabama. Plenty of time to make 
sure everyone knows his name. 
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Combination Runner, 
Receiver New Weapon 


by Kirk McNair 


Ray Hudson and Shaud 
Williams are initial players 
of the innovative position 


Ts toughest thing about the new A- 
Back position? Ray Hudson, one of 
two Alabama football players work- 
ing the new position this spring, didn’t hes- 
itate: “Boogie,” he said. 

Boogie? 

It was almost as if he was speaking of the 
supernatural. “Boogie,” he said. “Marvin 
Brown. You know that if you go across the 
middle for a pass, Boogie is going to be 
waiting on you. Have you seen what he’s 
done to (fullbacks) Donnie Lowe and Nick 
Signaigo? Think what he could do to a lit- 
ule guy like me. So every time I go across 
the middle, I'm wondering where Boogie is. 
I tend to lose my focus. | think I’ve caught 
about one out of 20 over the middle.” 

While Hudson may wish that Brown had 
stayed at fullback rather than moving to 
middle linebacker, that’s about the only 
minus Hudson and his fellow A-Back, 
Shaud Williams, had this spring. 

Crimson Tide Head Coach Dennis 
Franchione has down-played the innova- 
tion. “We're not re-inventing football,” he 
said. But when coaches start making the 
rounds of other college and pro training 
sites to get ideas, there is only one place to 
go to get information on the A-Back, and 
that is Alabama. 

So what is it? 

“He's a running back, but a little more 
multiple in what he does,” said Lee Fobbs, 
who coaches the A-Backs and tailbacks. (In 
the past the running backs coach also 
coached the fullbacks, but the weakside 
tight ends and the fullbacks have been 
rolled into another innovative position, the 
“Ww,” and are coached by Tight Ends Coach 
Mark Tommerdahl.) 

Fobbs said, “The A-Backs are guys who 
can run and who can catch. It’s a little more 
up-tempo than tailback.” 

The Tide assistant coach said “a lot of 
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time was spent at the chalkboard” as 
Franchione and the offensive staff devised 
the plan in the off-season. “You always 
want to take the ability of the athletes and 
fit the schemes to them rather than trying 
to force athletes into a scheme for which 
they're not best suited,” Fobbs said. “We're 
trying to do some things that fit those tal- 
ents.” 

The simplest explanation of the role of 
the A-Back is that he is a tailback who can 
be in the game as a running back or as a re- 
ceiver. And as a receiver he can be in close, 
similar to a wingback or slotback, or split 
wide. 

Alabama hopes that the problem for the 
opposing defense starts when the A-Back 
enters the game. “Because the (opposing) 
defense doesn’t know if he’s another run- 
ning back or another wide receiver, they 
can’t make their personnel changes based 
on ours,” Fobbs said. “We're trying to get a 
good match-up. Ideally, we'll get something 
like coverage by a linebacker and get the 
ball to him in the open field.” 

Hudson said, “If I'm in a slot with a tail- 
back and the defense is in a 4-3 (four line- 
men, three linebackers, four defensive 
backs), they don’t have enough corner- 
backs to cover all the receivers, and I'll get 
linebacker coverage. That’s what we're 
looking for. Of course, I’ve got to release 
from the linebacker. If I can get off him, 
though, he can’t keep up with me.” 

Alabama will also enjoy the advantage of 
any team that runs an unusual offense in 
that opposing defenses have to spend extra 
time each week preparing for the different 
“look.” And, said Fobbs, “We'll tweak it a 
little each week and change it every year 
according to personnel.” 

Fobbs said, “It’s exciting for me as a 
coach, because it gets more kids involved 
and having fun, and that means we have 
more chances to be successful.” 


he move to A-Back was not the first 
| time either Hudson or Williams has 
experienced a change from the tail- 

back position. 


Shaud Williams, a transfer from Texas Tech, 
will make his Alabama debut as the Crimson 
Tide “debuts” a new position, A-Back. 

Barry Fikes Photo 


Ray Hudson, perhaps the fastest football player at Alabama, is expected to get more opportunities as an A-Back than as the Tide’s third team tailback, the po- 


sition he held last year. 


Although he was almost exclusively a run- 
ning back at Holmes County High School 
in Bonifay, Florida, Hudson worked as a de- 
fensive back his freshman year at Bama in 
2000, when he was redshirted. Following 
last spring, he returned to tailback, then 
this spring became A-Back “My teammates 
said, ‘Third position in three years! Time to 
go.’ But I think the third time is the charm. 
| like this position.” 

Williams was the leading 4A prep rusher 
in Texas at Andrews as he had 2,121 yards 
and 27 touchdowns his senior year and ran 
for over 2,000 yards for three consecutive 
years. He won numerous awards, including 
first team all-state, and was one of the na- 
tion’s top running back prospects. He 
signed with Texas Tech and was the team’s 
leading rusher as a freshman with 658 
yards on 112 carries (5.9 yards per rush). 
However, after Williams’ freshman season, 
Spike Dykes was replaced as coach by Mike 
Leach, who came from _ pass-happy 
Kentucky. And Leach moved Williams to 
slotback, a switch that led to Williams 
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tracking down Franchione (who had re- 
cruited him for TCU out of high school) 
and transferring to Alabama prior to last 
fall. 

Williams, who will be a junior in eligibili- 
ty this fall, doesn’t feel he’s been double- 
crossed again. He insists this move is noth- 
ing like the one he went through at Texas 
Tech. “No, no, no,” he said. “They went al- 
most entirely to a passing game, and I 
didn’t think that I fit in. At Alabama, we are 
still primarily a running team. They made 
me a receiver. Here ’'m a running back who 
can catch the football out of the backfield. 1 
really consider myself more a runner than a 
receiver.” 

Hudson said, “If someone asks what posi- 
tion I play, | say ‘tailback, but I line up at 
slot most of the time.” 

Last season Hudson was a tailback, but 
by the end of the season he was far behind 
the two leaders at the position, Ahmaad 
Galloway and Santonio Beard. Hudson fin- 
ished the season with 37 carries for 205 
yards and one touchdown. Most of his 
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playing time came early in the season as he 
had 11 carries for 69 yards against 
Vanderbilt and 14 rushes for 67 yards 
against UTEP. 

“Its hard to get much playing time as the 
third tailback,” Hudson said. “This gives 
me a lot more opportunities.” 

Hudson had something of a defensive 
reputation coming to Alabama, perhaps ac- 
counting for his original placement in the 
secondary. However, he said as a prep play- 
er he only played defense if the opposing 
team had a fast wide receiver “so they 
couldn't get behind us” or, once or twice, 
“ifa guy hit me extra hard, I might go on 
defense to get him back.” 

As Bama prepared to start spring drills, 
Hudson thought he might be changing po- 
sitions. “At first I thought I was going to 
move to receiver, and | didn’t care as long 
as I got to play,” he said. “But the more | 
thought about it, the more I wanted to be a 
running back and told Coach Fobbs that. 
Later he told me about the new position, 
that I would still be a running back, but 
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that sometimes I would be a receiver.” 

Williams said, “I was excited when | first 
heard about the position. Of course, after 
being out of football for a year (sitting out 
his transfer season), I was so anxious to play 
I'd have been excited if they had told me I 
was going to be a center.” 


hile the A-Backs enjoy their posi- 
tion, they point out there is a lot 
to learn. “It helps that Shaud and 


I talk a lot about it,” said Hudson. “We work 
to help each other. And we both talk to Sam 
Collins and Dre (Fulgham) a lot about what 
we do when we have receiver responsibility. 
Those two know every receiver position. 
And while we work primarily with Coach 
Fobbs, we also work with Coach Pope 
(Kenith Pope, Bama’s wide receivers coach). 

Williams agreed. “We double check with 
the receivers on every route,” he said. 
“Those guys have really helped us out. And 
we also spend time with the quarterbacks 
going over our routes.” 

Williams added, “We sit down with Coach 
Fobbs whenever we can and go over plays 
because there is so much to learn. | think 
one thing that has helped us retain it is 
working at the board, Coach Fobbs calling 
out a play and then we draw it up our- 
selves.” 

A-Back is “the most versatile position in 
football,” Williams said. “You can take 
pitch-outs, hand-offs, catch passes. And 
then there's blocking. That’s what I need to 
improve on most. I’m thankful the coaches 
have been patient with me, haven't given up 
on me.” 

Still, he said, “The mental is tougher than 
the physical.” 

Williams is the smaller of the A-Backs at 
5-8, 190. However, like the 5-11, 212-pound 
Hudson he is a hard worker in the weight 
room. “I love going in and working out,” he 
said. “This strength and conditioning staff 
really cares about the player and about get- 
ting him ready to play.” 

Hudson set the Alabama defensive back 
(his position then) record for the bench 
press last spring with a lift of 440 pounds, 

Many believe that Hudson is the fastest 
player on the team. He said he doesn’t know 
if he’s the fastest, but knows that he is 
among the fastest. His best time in the 40- 
yard dash is 4.41 seconds. “Quickness is the 
key,” he said. “By the third step, I'm at full 
speed.” 

Williams was a track star as well as foot- 
ball star in Texas. He was state runner-up in 
the 110-meter hurdles with a time of 13.97 
as a junior. 
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Coach Don Cambri 
doing now that he is retired? 


Join Don on a Photographic or Hunting Safari to South Africa! 
A 


the most beautiful city in the world, Cape Town 
on one of our custom photographic Safaris’. 
if your interest is a Hunting Safari, do not hesitate to call us for the hunt ofa lifetime: 


You will hunt out of the best camps and hunting areas South Africa has to offer. 
Ideal for families and groups. eal 


* Reasonable Rates ° Personalized Photo Tours 
* Excellent Cuisine and Accommodations ° Detailed Organization 


Call Don Gambril: (205) 752-3806 
E-mail: dgambril@aol.com 


Wes Hixon’s Outdoor 
Adventures and Travel Inc. 
Wes Hixon (706) 657-3527 
or 1-800-550-5125 

E-Mail Address: 
weshixon@weshixon.com 


Lance Cormier: 


Senior Pitcher Answers The Call 


by Peter Edmund 


Crimson Tide ace will own 
most Tide pitching records 


Alabama baseball team was headed back 

to Tuscaloosa after its mid-week game 
against Southern Mississippi had just been 
rained out. Players and coaches were pass- 
ing time on the three-hour trek home with 
movies, CD players, reading and studying. 
Everyone was doing his own thing when the 
cell phone of former Assistant Coach Mitch 
Gaspard started to ring. Gaspard answered 
the call, exchanged pleasantries and then 
pumped his fist with a smile. He then passed 
the phone to Head Coach Jim Wells and ex- 
claimed, “This is the call we’ve been waiting 
for.” 

Wells took the call and after a brief chat, 
smiled and handed the phone back to 
Gaspard. 

Gaspard wheeled in his seat like a toddler 
at Christmas time and told former Assistant 
Coach Todd Butler, “We just got our guy. A 
legitimate number one starter, who will 
break every Alabama record before his ca- 
reer is over. He’s coming to pitch at 
Alabama.” 

That was the feeling when Lance Cormier 
of Lafayette, Louisiana, verbally committed 
to the Crimson Tide on that dreary March 
night in 1998. He later signed with the 
Crimson Tide in April and enrolled at The 
Capstone that fall. 

And Gaspard proved to be a prophet. After 
four years and 80 career games on the 
mound for the Crimson Tide, Cormier has 
been that number one starter who is, in- 
deed, an Alabama record-holder, and on the 
threshold of several more school pitching 
records. 

He was the best pitcher in the league as a 
junior and has picked up again this season 
as the league's ace on the mound. 

“Lance Cormier is a very special person,” 
Alabama head coach Jim Wells said. “He is a 
very tough competitor and gives us a solid 
performance every time out. We feel pretty 
good about winning the game when he is on 
the mound. We have become spoiled with 
him out there and expect good things. 

“The best part about Lance is that he is a 
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L was a cold, rainy night and the 


quality individual and student, too. He is a 
very smart, bright intelligent kid. A real 
quality person that I am proud to have on 
the team and proud to have representing the 
University of Alabama.” 


C ormier posted a 9-5 record and led 
the SEC with a 2.30 earned run aver- 
age following his junior season. He 
was taken in the 10th round by the Houston 
Astros. But after a disappointing 32-23 
record by the Crimson Tide last season, and 
no post-season play for Bama for the first 
time since 1994, Cormier had a bad taste in 
his mouth. He wanted another chance at 
Omaha and to prove that the 2001 season 
was a fluke in terms of team goals. 

He was the only player not to sign with 
the Astros in the first 25 rounds of the 2001 
MLB draft. Instead, he stayed in Tuscaloosa 
and took classes towards his degree in 
Finance and worked out at Sewell-Thomas 
Stadium to get ready for the 2002 season. 

“I was not satisfied with the way last sea- 
son ended, so I decided to come back,” he 
told reporters prior to the start of the sea- 
son. “When I was a freshman (1999), we 
had four seniors that everyone looked up 
too and they got us to Omaha. We looked 
up to guys like Andy Phillips (SS), G.W. 
Keller (OF), Justin Smith (LHP) and Manny 
Torres (RHP). They had been there before 
and knew what it would take to get back. 

“Now | am a part of some pretty good se- 
niors, along with (catcher Jeremy) Brown, 
(second baseman Brent) Boyd, (centerfielder 
Scott) McClanahan and (pitcher Shane) 
Sanders. We want to be able to help the 
younger guys like we were helped when I was 
a freshman. We have a chance to be a very 
good team and I wanted to be a part of that.” 

The 1999 senior class anchored a team 
that finished third at the College World 
Series and won 50 games for the third time 
in school history. Cormier was injured the 
last week of the regular season and did not 
play in the post-season. He has never taken 
the mound at Johnny Rosenblatt Stadium, 
site of the College World Series. 

He hopes his last chance will be his great- 
est moment. 

“I did not pitch at the World Series in 
1999 because of an injury, so I did not feel 
like | was a part of the post-season run,” 
Cormier said. “This year I want to be a part 
of something special. That is why I came 


back to help this team win and hopefully get 
back to Omaha.” 

And along the way, etch his name atop of 
nearly every major record in the UA pitch- 
ing record book. 

His first conquest was the record for career 
innings pitched. He became the school’s all- 
time leader for career innings pitched on 
Friday, March 9 against Southeastern 
Louisiana, surpassing Al Drumheller’s 
school-record total of 285 career innings 
pitched. 

Two weeks later (March 22), he joined 
Mike Innes (1968-71) as the winningest 
pitcher in school history as he posted his 
27th career win with a 9-5 victory at 
Arkansas. He left the game alter eight in- 
nings, with a 9-1 lead. Cormier allowed only 
a first inning run and scattered nine hits 
against the Razorbacks. 

After a no-decision at South Carolina 
(March 29), Cormier was poised to break 
the all-time victories record at home against 
the high powered Florida Gators, who en- 
tered the game with a .386 batting average 
and led the conference in every offensive 
category, including home runs (63). 

Cormier became the Crimson Tide's all- 
time winningest pitcher with an impressive 
4-1 win over the nationally sixth-ranked 
Florida Gators Friday, April 5, 2002. Innes, 
who played for Hall of Famer Joe Sewell and 
Hayden Riley, posted a 27-9 (.750) record on 
the hill at Alabama. The career wins record 
was the oldest existing record in the 
Crimson Tide record books until Cormier 
moved to the top of the list. 

“With all the great players and pitchers 
that have come through a place like The 
University of Alabama, a record like this is 
very special.” Cormier said. “I am happy for 
the team to get the win and to be the all-time 
winningest pitcher is special for me, too.” 

For his remarkable performance against 
the Gators, Cormier was named the SEC 
“Pitcher of the Week” for the third time in 
his career on April 8, 2002. He was twice 
honored in 2001 after complete game 
shutout wins over number 19 Oklahoma 
and number 25 Winthrop, his first and only 
career one-hitter. 

The senior limited the high-powered 
Gators offense to just one run on six hits en 
route to this third complete game of the sea- 
son. Florida entered the game with an SEC- 
leading .386 batting average and averaging 
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Axrtist Daniel A. Moore is applying the final touch- 


es to his painting of Alabama’s 31-7 win over Auburn 
in the 2001 Iron Bowl. The “gamebreaker” came on 
the 45-yard touchdown pass play by Andrew Zow to 
Jason McAddley, just prior to halftime. Bama held 
the momentum and scored on the opening posses- 
sion of the second half—sealing the deal. 

For the day, Zow completed 22 of 29 passes 
totalling 221 yards, two were for TDs. In so doing, 
Zow became Alabama’s all-time passing leader and 
he was named SEC Offensive Player of the Week. 

New Life Art, Inc. will publish Mr. Moore’s paint- 
ing as a Time-Limited Edition. The cut-off date for 
ordering Limited Edition prints is May 7, 2002. The 
edition sizes will be limited to the number of prints 


©2002 New Life Att, Inc. 


ordered by this date. The maximum edition size of 
the Regular Edition will be 1,500 prints, the 
Signature Edition 1,500 prints and the Artist’s Proofs 
limited to 300 prints. Prices are as follows: 

Dy seresl ee I Ud itic eq 


py tT LAL 


$175. s/n by Daniel Moore. 
ig 95, Signed by Andrew Zow, 
Jason Medley a st by Daniel Moore. 

Proofs: Signed by Andrew Zow, Jason 
NeAddly and oh by Dale Moore. 


I 


$225. 


41h ture Edition: § 
MUI: 


( n Frogntin g. 
J Custom UKE 


” Applicable taxes and Seung charges will be added t to 0 all prices SOT above, 


CALL TOLL FREE TODAY: 


1-800- 735-2 787 


Be sure to visit the virtual Daniel Moore Gallery at www.newlifeart.com 


Lance Cormier has been the best pitcher in the Southeastern Conference the past two years. Alabama 
has great baseball tradition, and yet Cormier is likely to have most-if not all-Bama pitching records 


when his career concludes at the end of this season. 


11.6 runs and 14.6 hits per game. Against 
Cormier, the Gators batted just .194 (6-for- 
31) and were held to their lowest run total 
of the season. The senior also added eight 
strikeouts while giving up just two walks. 
He struck out seven different Gators. After 
allowing a run in the third inning, Cormier 
retired the next 14 Gator batters in order be- 
fore allowing a pair of ninth inning singles. 

“Cormier’s performance was outstanding,” 
Wells said following the win over Florida. 
“To hold a team of Florida’s caliber to one 
run and six hits was magnificent. Cormier 
was on top of his game and pitched our 
game plan to perfection. We tried to stay in- 
side on the right hand hitters. 

“He did a good job moving his fastball in 
and out and his curve ball and change-up 
were good tonight. It was a great perfor- 
mance and | am happy for not only the win, 
but his record as well.” 


ormier is not content with his past 

accomplishments. He now has his 

sights set on the career record for ap- 
pearances and strikeouts. He will own both 
career records before the post-season. 
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He already holds the career record for 
right-handers with 80 career appearances. 
The previous record for right-handers was 
66 games by Jarrod Kingrey (1997-98). 

In addition, Cormier is sixth all-time with 
36 career starts and ranks ninth all-time 
with 10 career complete games, tying David 
Oropeza (1987-88) on the UA charts. 
Freddie Glass (1965-67) and Walt Massey 
(1958-60) are seventh all-time with 12 ca- 
reer complete games. 

He also has posted 17 career saves and 
needs just two more to tie Greg Hibbard 
(1985-86) and Troy Bruachle (1983-84) as 
the school’s most prolific closer with 19 
saves. He has not pitched a game out of the 
bullpen this season, logging all of his in- 
nings for the Tide as the number one week- 
end starter. 

He was a 2002 preseason All-America se- 
lection by the National Collegiate Baseball 
Writer's Association. An All-SEC selection as 
a junior, Cormier is almost certain to make 
it two years in a row with his start to the 
2002 campaign. 

Cormier came to Alabama from Lafayette 
High School, where he posted a 20-6 (.769) 


career record for Coach Sam Taulli. He 
logged 161 career innings and recorded 247 
strikeouts and 1.22 career ERA. 

In 1999, he was tabbed freshman All- 
America by Collegiate Baseball after leading 
the Crimson Tide to a 6-3 record and SEC- 
leading 11 saves. He earned a save in his 
Alabama debut with a scoreless ninth inning 
at Houston February 12. 

As a sophomore, Cormier appeared in 25 
games and posted a 5-5 record and a 5.75 
ERA. He added four saves. 

Last year, he pitched 17 games and posted 
a 9-5 record with a 2.30 ERA. He led the 
SEC in ERA (2.30), complete games (6) and 
shutouts (2). He opened the year with a 5-0 
shutout win over number 19 Oklahoma and 
was named SEC Pitcher of the Week. He was 
the winning pitcher in Alabama’s 2,000th 
all-time win, beating Winthrop 12-0 with a 
classic one-hit shutout. 

As a senior, Cormier is the workhorse of 
the Alabama pitching staff, Cormier leads 
the team in virtually every pitching category. 

He posted a 4-0 shutout win over 
Louisiana Tech in the season opener Feb. 
12, Alabama's first opening day shutout 
since 1994. 

Cormier pitched seven scoreless innings in 
the 4-0 win over Louisiana Tech (7 IP, 4 H, 1 
BB, 7 K). It was his fourth straight opening 
day appearance and third career opening day 
start, another Bama record. 

In those three starts, Cormier has com- 
piled a 3-0 record with one save. He has 
tossed 24 innings and allowed 11 hits, one 
run, no earned runs, six walks and 17 
strikeouts in his opening day career. 

Cormier added his second shutout of the 
year against Tennessee in the first round of 
the Hormel Foods Classic (March 1), where 
he was named to the all-tournament team. 
He beat Tennessee twice this season, includ- 
ing an SEC win at Tuscaloosa on March 15, 
giving him five career wins against the Vols. 

In addition to his on-the-field accomplish- 
ments, Cormier will graduate this May with 
a Finance degree from the UA Business 
School. He is a three-time Academic All-SEC 
selection and a 2001 Verizion District IV 
Academic All-American selection. 

So when the 2002 season concludes, hope- 
fully in Omaha in mid-June, Cormier will sit 
back and wait on another call from the Major 
League Baseball Draft headquarters hoping 
for a third shot at professional baseball. 

That call may prove as important to some 
major league team—and to Lance Cormier—as 
that one was for Alabama on the bus ride 
back from Hattiesburg, Mississippi, four 
years ago. 
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NCAA Gymnastics Championships: 


foe 


by J.E. Lisby 


Sarah Patterson earns 
Coach of the Year honor 


or Sarah Patterson, it was déja vi—and 
E: decidedly unwelcome one at that. 

When senior gymnast Raegan 
Tomasek jammed both ankles during warm- 
ups for the NCAA championships, it marked 
the second year in a row Alabama had lost a 
key all-around performer to injury. Last year 
the loss of Andreé Pickens to a torn Achilles 
tendon had proved too much to overcome. 

This time things would be different. 

Without missing a beat, back-up gymnasts 
stepped in to fill the void, contributing key 
performances en route to Alabama's fourth 
national championship. “I'm speechless,” 
Patterson said afterwards. “To see these 
ladies come from where they did since 
August. To overcome that first night, the 
loss of an all-arounder. And then to see 
them fight back in three pressure situations 
in a row-Regionals, Prelims and the Super 
Six-to conquer the balance beam in a man- 
ner that very few could do under those con- 
ditions. They're champions.” 

Having been sidelined by an ankle sprain 
earlier in the season, junior All-America 
Kristin Sterner appreciates her fellow gym- 
nasts. “One thing about this team is that we 
have depth,” she said. “That's exactly what 
we showed out there. We lost an all- 
arounder, but people stepped in and did 
their jobs just like we do every day in prac- 
tice. It was wonderful.” 

Along with the team title, Patterson took 
home National Coach of the Year, and she 
earned it. Alabama began the season with 
several top-flight gymnasts on the shelf, and 
the injury bug continued to bite during the 
year. “When we started school in August, of 
12 athletes, five of them were sitting out re- 
habbing injuries,” Patterson said. “They 
couldn’t do any gymnastics. It’s a pretty 
daunting task when you come to school at 
the end of August and a third of your team 
is sitting on the sidelines. You think about 
April. You know you're hosting the national 
championships and you know you want to 
be a part of it.” 

Sterner agreed, “We overcame so much, 
and that makes this championship even 
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There’s No Place Like Home For Tid 


Sarah Patterson 


more special.” 

Bama’s national title run actually began 
with a bitter defeat. At the SEC champi- 
onships the Tide led the competition head- 
ing into the final rotation, but several bob- 
bles on the balance beam cost Patterson's 
team the conference crown. “It was pretty 
tough after the SEC championships,” 
Patterson said. “We lost by one tenth of a 
point. But I think our ladies took it to the 
next level. | think that’s what champions are 
made of. When you're challenged, you step 
forward. That's what they did. They didn’t 
let that loss ruin their season. They just said, 
‘We're going to do better.” 

That following week the Tide worked on 
balance beam every day, and at the Regional 
competition in West Virginia Bama wound 
up setting an NCAA record for the event. 
Normally squads don’t like to end a compe- 
tition on the beam, but the Tide did precise- 
ly that in winning both nights of the NCAA 
championships. Senior beam competitor 
Alexa Martinez explained, “At the beginning 
of the year we were all kind of nervous, but 
once we got used to beam and practiced it 
every day in the gym we all felt very com- 
fortable with it. We were excited to be able 
to end on beam tonight, because we now 
know that we can do a great job on that last 
event.” 

Alabama earned its fourth national title 
with a final score of 197.575, more than two 
tenths better than second-place Georgia. 
Two-time defending champion UCLA fin- 
ished third. Competing on its home floor of 
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Coleman Coliseum, Alabama either tied or 
won outright each of the four events. The 
Tide has hosted the NCAA championships 
three times, and no other team has won in 
Tuscaloosa. 

“I'm so proud and I'm so happy for these 
athletes,” Patterson said. “I know that each 
and every one of them came here to The 
University of Alabama because first of all 
they wanted a great education. They wanted 
to be part of a family environment. And they 
all wanted to win a national championship.” 


ased on slightly better numbers dur- 
B= Thursday's preliminary competi- 

tion, UCLAs Jamie Dantzscher edged 
out Pickens for the All-Around title. But 
though they didn’t count for an individual 
honor, Pickens had the highest individual 
scores when they counted most as she paced 
Bama to the national title. 

After the Super Six team championship 
Friday, individual event finals took place the 
following night, with the Tide qualifying an 
impressive six of its 11 eligible gymnasts. 
For the top athletes involved in multiple 
events, Saturday marked the third night in a 
row to compete in what was essentially an- 
other all-around. 

Fighting through the fatigue, Pickens 
earned the second individual national cham- 
pionship of her storied career, taking first 
place on the uneven bars. She was also third 
on vault, fifth on the balance beam and sixth 
on floor exercise. Other notable perfor- 
mances by Tide athletes included Jeana Rice 
second on balance beam, Kristin Sterner 
third on beam and eleventh on floor, Natalie 
Barrington fourth on bars, Alexis Brion 
fourth on floor and Shannon Hrozek ninth 
on the balance beam. 

Based on scores from the preliminary 
round on Thursday night, the NCAA 
designated gymnasts with All-America status 
on each of four individual events and the 
all-around. Pickens garnered five first-team 
honors. That marks the second time in 
Pickens’ career she achieved that mark. 
Besides Pickens, Bama’s 2002 All-Americas 
include Jeana Rice, first team all-around, 
first team balance beam and second-team 
vault; Alexis Brion, first team vault and first 
team floor exercise; Natalie Barrington, first 
team uneven bars; Kristin Sterner, first team 
balance beam and first team floor exercise; 
and Shannon Hrozek, first team balance 
beam. 
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Spring Signees: 


Men’ Basketball Gets Late Surprise 


by J.E. Lisby 


Cal released Winston, 
who then signed with Tide; 
other sports also add talent 


national title hopes in 2003, in the late 

signing period both men’s basketball 
and gymnastics inked athletes considered 
among the best in the country. Both 
Kennedy Winston, a 6-7, 200-pound for- 
ward/wing player out of Prichard’s Blount 
High School, and San Antonio’s Ashley 
Miles have the talent to step in and help 
carry a team to that next level. 

Having signed Chuck Davis (6-8, 230- 
pound power forward), Evan Brock (6-9, 
190-pound small forward) and Emmett 
Thomas (6-5, 205-pound wing) during the 
early period, Men's Basketball Coach Mark 
Gottfried had already assembled a talented 
class. But Winston's unexpected availability 
was too good to pass up. The state of 
Alabama's 2002 “Mr. Basketball” (Alabama 
Sports Writers Association) and The 
Birmingham News state Player of the Year, 
Winston strongly considered the Tide but 
ended up signing with the University of 
California last November. However, citing 
family illness he asked for and received his 
release from that scholarship so that he 
could play closer to home. 

NCAA regulations require that an athlete 
in Winston's position sit out his first year of 
basketball, but the same rules provide for a 
hardship appeal. In the past, when the origi- 
nal school does not object to the release and 
hardship circumstances are evident, the 
NCAA has routinely granted the waiver. A 
similar situation occurred when current 
Tide guard Travis Stinnett followed 
Gottfried from Murray State to Alabama 
without having to sit out a year. 

Winston, who has been selected for the 
Alabama-Mississippi All-Star game in June, 


, ; eeking to significantly improve their 
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Ashley Miles 


led Blount to the 5A state championship in 
2001, his junior season, and to the state 
championship game in 2002, his senior year. 
The Prichard native scored more than 2,000 
career points, averaging 33.2 points, 11.6 re- 
bounds, 7.5 assists, 2.7 blocks, and 2.4 
steals his senior year. Winston was the Final 
Four MVP and won two Southwest Regional 
MVP awards. 

“We are excited to have Kennedy Winston 
join our program,” said Gottfried. “He's a 
terrific player and his future is very bright. | 
like the fact that his team won the state 
championship as a junior and played in the 
state championship game this past season. 
He's accustomed to winning and will bring 
that attitude into our program. He’s been 
well-coached in high school and I think he’s 
going to be a great asset for The University 
of Alabama.” 

Winston is not academically eligible, but 
there is no reason to believe he won't even- 
tually get there. A gifted athlete with offen- 
sive skills similar to Rod Grizzard, Winston 
has said he'd like to play in the NBA as soon 
as possible. 

Winston's signing apparently places the 
Tide two scholarships above the limit. But 


Don’t Wait Until August To Discuss Alabama Football! 


You can keep up with the Crimson Tide every day and even take part in discussions of 
Alabama football, recruiting, and all other sports at www.BamaMag.com The writers and 
photographers of "BAMA MAGAZINE provide daily information, answer questions, and dis- 
cuss the issues with you. Join the thousands who have already discovered BamaMag.com 


any of several scenarios could play out be- 
tween now and next year. And as Gottfried 
has often said, “Those things have a way of 
working themselves out.” 


nlike Gottfried who loses no starters 
to graduation, Gymnastics Coach 

Sarah Patterson was faced with the 
task of replacing several departing senior 
stars. Andreé Pickens, Alabama’s most deco- 
rated gymnast, and several other talented se- 
niors have finished their collegiate careers. 
During the early period Patterson had 
hauled in an impressive group of talent, in- 
cluding World Championship team member 
Dana Filetti (Chesapeake, Virginia) and elite 
gymnasts Mari-Christine Bayer (San Jose, 
California), Dana Pierce (Advance, Indiana) 
and Larissa Stewart (Healdton, Oklahoma). 
But Miles could be the best. 

“Our recruiting class was already one of 
the nation’s finest,” Patterson said. “And 
with the addition of 2001 U.S. World 
Championship team member Ashley Miles 
this class, with hard work, has the potential 
to be one of the finest ever assembled.” 

“Ashley is probably the most powerful ath- 
lete I have ever watched perform,” Patterson 
said. “At 5-7, her power and amplitude are 
unequaled. The coaching staff has been fol- 
lowing Ashley's career for several years and 
we are thrilled to have her choose to be a 
part of our Alabama gymnastics family and 
rich championship tradition.” 


hile most of the attention on 
Signing Day on the first 
Wednesday in February is on 


men’s football signees, February 6 was also 
the signing day for the other “football,” also 
known as soccer. The Alabama women’s soc- 
cer team of Coach Don Staley added nine 
players this year. 

“These are kids we can win with for years 
to come as each brings something special to 
the table,” said Staley. “With these incom- 
ing freshmen I feel we have women who will 
be outstanding student-athletes. We expect 
them to come in and make an immediate 
impact on our program.” 

The signees are: 


"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/MAY 2002 


Jessica Joyner of Salt Lake City, Utah, an 
all-stater who is the daughter of former 
major league baseball star Wally Joyner; 
Libby Probst of Salt Lake City, a three-time 
all-state and four-time Olympus High most 
valuable player; Lindsay Caton, of Cincin- 
nati, Ohio, a member of the Cardinal 
Premier Soccer Club; Kylie Boyd, from Fort 
Worth, Texas, whose brother, Brent, is the 
second baseman for Alabama’s baseball 
team; Sara Haight of East Peoria (Illinois) 
High, a three-time all-area performer; Cally 
Morrill of Sarasota (Florida) High School; 
Courtney Cockrill from Austin, Texas, a 
member of the Texas O.D.P. state team for 
four years; Leigh Alexander of Shreveport, 
Louisiana, a four-time Louisiana O.D.P. state 
team performer; and Allison DeLisle, an all- 
state performer at Huntsville High. 


( } oach Don Wagner added swimmers 
Candace Weiman of Castro Valley, 
California, and Danielle Smith of 

Charlotte, North Carolina, to the women’s 

team and diver J.R. Hillis to the men’s 

squad. Smith earned the high point trophy 
at the 1999 U.S. Junior National Champion- 

ships and competed at the 2000 U:S. 

Olympic Trials. She set the Southeast Junior 

National record in 200 breaststroke. A three- 

time North Carolina high school state cham- 

pion, she is a member of the National Honor 

Society. She swims for Morgan Bailey at 

Mecklenburg Aquatic Club. Weiman won 

the 100 butterfly at the 1999 U.S. Junior 

National Championships in addition to 

leading the Pleasanton Seahawks to the 

2000 Junior National team title. A six-time 

All-America, Weiman qualified for the 2000 

U.S. Olympic Trials. 

An All-America diver, Hillis also competed 
in prep swimming, finaling in the 100 
breaststroke at the sectional meet. In diving, 
the Kokomo, Indiana, native has earned 
three sectional titles and two regional titles. 
A national championship qualifier, Hillis 
dives for Indy Starz diving club. Earlier the 
men’s team announced the signing of Bira 
Barbosa and Spiros Bitsakis. 


ith liberal transfer rules and the 
continual lure of professional 
money, assembling a college base- 


ball team is a tough, never-ending process. 
But Head Coach Jim Wells is among the na- 
tion’s best, which is why the Crimson Tide is 
one of the nation’s best baseball programs. 
Wells and his staff will continue recruiting 
through the summer, hoping especially to 
add a top-flight catcher. 

But Alabama has already assembled a tal- 
ented group of recruits. Ryan Beagle (pitch- 
er/outfielder), Evan Bush (pitcher/infielder), 
Billy Hogan (shortstop), Charlie Lyons 
(catcher/first baseman), Brian McCann 
(catcher) and Allen Ponder (pitcher) signed 
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with the Tide during the early period last 
November. 

For Head Coach Pat Murphy and the soft- 
ball team, the climb to reach the nation’s elite 
has been accomplished. Now the challenge is 
to stay there. Shelley Laird, easily the best 
pitcher in the still-young history of Tide soft- 
ball, will graduate after this season, as will 
several other key players. Recruiting contin- 
ues, as Murphy expects to sign more players 
over the summer. But three athletes an- 
nounced earlier make a good start. Stephanie 
VanBrackle, rated among the premier high- 
school pitchers in the country, Staci Ramsey, 
a power-hitting third baseman, and 
Dominique Accetturo, a top power hitter, all 
signed with Alabama during the early period. 

Women’ Basketball will lose three seniors, 
and Coach Rick Moody hopes to reel in at 
least two more top athletes by May. Earlier 
his program announced the signing of Kate 
Mastin, the Alabama Player of the Year, and 
Ohio’s Angela Prosperi, a 6-2 post player. 


ost Alabama sports have now 
Mess a high level of achievement 
under highly-regarded coaches. 
Additionally, Crimson Tide facilities have 


been improved (or are in the process of 
being improved). Those factors are helpful 


in recruiting, which is almost a never-ending 
process. 

Over the next few months there will be ad- 
ditional signings in track and field, both for 
the men’s team of Coach Harvey Glance and 
the women's squad of Coach Sandy Fowler. 

The recent opening of The University’s 
premier golf facilities at Capstone Club and 
Or Colony has made recruiting infinitely 
easier for Alabama. Women’s Golf Coach 
Betty Palmer will lose two seniors and plans 
to sign one or two athletes later in the sum- 
mer. Men’s Coach Dick Spybey has already 
inked Sean Szercencsits and Daniel Creed, 
but following the NCAA Tournament he'll 
hit the recruiting trail again. 

A new tennis facility will be a part of 
Alabama’s Crimson Tradition Fund, the 
campaign to improve athletics facilities, 
which will be a big help to Bama’s national- 
ly-ranked teams, the men of Coach Adam 
Steinberg and the women of Coach Jenny 
Mainz. 

Coach Judy Green’s Volleyball squad will 
lose two seniors and at least one junior to 
injury. So she'll be looking to add one or two 
more athletes over the summer. During the 
early signing period Green inked Kelley 
Potter, an elite player from Edgewood, 
Kentucky. 


BE A LEADER 
AMONG LEADERS 
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Every Soldier in the U.S. Army learns how to become a leader - 
AN ARMY OF ONE. With your bachelor’s degree, you can become 
an Army Officer and be a leader among leaders. In Officer 
Candidate School (OCS), you'll learn management and 
leadership techniques. Apply now. Openings are limited. 


>> Call Tuscaloosa Army Recruiting 
Office at 205-758-9005 to find out about 
college loan repayment and more Army 
benefits. Or talk to a Recruiter at the 


Tuscaloosa Station 
1241 McFarland Blvd. in 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 
MON - SAT 


goarmy.com ©2001. Paid for by the U.S. Army. All rights reserved. 
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Prospects Are Now Being Evaluated 


by James Edwards 


Coaches make decisions 
based in part on spring 
evaluations and camps 


he late spring period for football re- 
| cruiting is an interesting one in that it 
is not, strictly speaking, a recruiting 
period. It is actually an evaluation period. 
While not as closely monitored by the re- 
cruiting columnists, this evaluation period 
(which was to begin in late April and contin- 
ue through May) is critical to successful re- 
cruiting next February, 

This evaluation period does not involve 
face-to-face contact between college coaches 
and prospects. College coaches will be visit- 
ing in high schools, talking to coaches and 
guidance counselors. And it's a safe bet that 
all high school football players (and most 
other students in the school) are aware when 
an Alabama coach is in the building. 

Alabama's staff considers this an important 
time to continue the building process with 
high schools, even those which do not ap- 
pear to have prospects on the upcoming 
team. Bama staff members are expected to be 
in every high school in the State of Alabama, 
as well as many schools in the Southeast, 
North and South Carolina, and Texas and 
Oklahoma. There may be the occasional 
foray into further reaches, but the heart of 
Alabama football recruiting remains the 
Heart of Dixie. 

In addition to the May evaluation period, 
Alabama coaches have a bit of a recruiting 
advantage this year in that the Nike com- 
bine, a workout of top prospects sponsored 
by the sporting goods manufacturer, was to 
be at The Capstone this year on April 27. 
(Although the host school is limited to the 
number of coaches who can be present for 
this combine, which is open to coaches from 
all schools, it is still considered an advantage 
for the host school for those prospects to be 
on campus.) 

The prep stars will work out under the eye 
of college scouts. Among the top players 
from Alabama who had said they would at- 
tend the Nike Combine in Tuscaloosa are: 

Linebacker Henry Blackmon of Camden 
Wilcox Central, wide receiver Jonathan 
Frazier of Huntsville Grissom, cornerback 
Eric Gray of Trinity West Morgan, quarter- 
back Clay Harrelson of Alexnder City 
Benjamin Russell, linebacker Michael Lamar 
of Huntsville Butler, linebacker Greg Jones of 
Huntsville Butler, wide receiver Robert 
Malone of Huntsville Johnson, offensive line- 
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Cole Peace 


man Irving McGuire of Huntsville Johnson, 
wide receiver Josh Moten of Cedar Bluff, 
quarterback Cole Peace of Cedar Bluff, wide 
receiver Tyrone Prothro of Heflin Cleburne 
County, linebacker Carlton Rice of Hunts- 
ville Johnson, quarterback LaMarcus Russell 
of Mobile Williamson, wide receiver Jayson 
Swain of Huntsville Grissom, offensive line- 
man Adam Truitt of Birmingham Hoover, 
strong safety Demarcus Waldrop of Pinson 
Valley, running back Corey White of 
Bessemer Jess Lanier, and offensive lineman 
Jonathan Wilson of Huntsville Butler. 

While many of those from Alabama have 
been identified, there will be others from 
across the Southeast who receive invitations 
from Nike to attend the Tuscaloosa combine. 
Prospects were expected from Georgia, 
Florida, Tennessee, and Mississippi. 


he Nike camp will be the first oppor- 
| tunity for Alabama coaches to view 
prospects up close in specialized 
workouts. Later this summer the Tide coach- 
es will conduct their own summer football 
camps, including Junior/Senior Camps, the 
seven-on-seven team camp, and two one-day 
mini-camps. 

Traditionally, these on-campus camps have 
proved important to college recruiters. Many 
upcoming prep prospects attend camps of 
several schools. 

Alabama campers in 2001 who will be fu- 
ture Alabama football players include 2002 
signees Brandon Avalos, Christopher 
Browder, Kenneth Darby, Juwan Garth, Chris 
Harris, Chauncey Malone, Ramzee Robinson, 
Titus Ryan, Henry Smith, and Kyle Tatum. 

An earlier recruiting event for upcoming 
high school seniors did not include a work- 


out, but did include face-to-face meetings, 
and paid dividends. Alabama had its annual 
Junior Day gathering the weekend of the 
Crimson Tide’s home basketball game against 
Tennessee. 

Three of those attending and receiving 
scholarship offers from Bama Head Coach 
Dennis Franchione have announced accep- 
tance of the offers. They are D.J. Chambers, a 
6-0, 180-pound athlete from Highland 
Home; Chris Felder, a 5-11, 170-pound ath- 
lete from Thomasville; and Justin Moon, a 6- 
6, 290-pound offensive lineman from 
Guntersville. 

(Alabama also has commitments from 
Mario Lane, a 6-5, 240-pound tight end/de- 
fensive end from Montgomery Carver, and 
Eric Packer, a 5-9, 184-pound running back 
from Camden Wilcox-Central.) 

Many of the 100 or so who visited at Junior 
Day have returned to Tuscaloosa for unoffi- 
cial visits, particularly during spring prac- 
tice. Among those seen at practices in the 
spring were upcoming stars Chad Jackson, 
LeRon McClain, Terrence Jones, Eric Gray, 
Tim Castille, Matt Caddell, Cole Peace, 
Tyrone Prothro, Kelcy McKissic, Carlton 
Rice, Irving McGuire, Luke Landers, Kevin 
Owens, Corey White, and C. A. Williams. 


rospects get a little more attention at 
Pi: annual A-Day Game and even at a 

spring game the atmosphere in Bryant- 
Denny Stadium-where members of 
Alabama’s most recent national champi- 
onship team, the 1992 squad were intro- 
duced-is electric. It was reported that over 
100 upcoming seniors were among the visi- 
tors to Tuscaloosa for the Crimson-White 
game. Among those spotted were: 

Offensive lineman James Anderson of 
Hueytown, defensive tackle Dominic Baker 
of Thomasville, quarterback Jake Ball of 
Hokes Bluff, defensive end Lloyd Blevins of 
Birmingham Wenonah, cornerback Eric 
Brock of Alexander City Benjamin Russell, 
offensive lineman Dawson Brown of 
Sparkman, wide receiver Matt Caddell of 
McAdory McCalla, running back Tim 
Castille of Birmingham Briarwood Christian 
(and his junior-to-be brother, cornerback 
Simeon Castille), defensive end Will 
Denniston of Mobile UMS Wright, lineback- 
er Mizraim Farley of Daphne, running back 
Durrell Fuqua of Russellville, strong safety 
Bryan Gracie of Demopolis, running back 
Blake Hall of Hillsboro East Lawrence, quar- 
terback Clay Harrelson of Alexander City 
Benjamin Russell, defensive end Mario Lane 
of Montgomery Carver, defensive tackle 
Dewayne Laton of Birmingham Shades 
Valley, defensive tackle Dominic Lee of 
Birmingham Huffman, offensive lineman 
Lance McCullough of Cedar Bluff, athlete 
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Kelcy McKissic of Phenix City Central, offen- 
sive tackle Justin Moon of Guntersville, tight 
end Kevin Moore of Birmingham Huffman, 
wide receiver Josh Moten of Cedar Bluff, ath- 
lete Jarius Neal of Reform Pickens County, de- 
fensive back Antonio Nelson of Bessemer Jess 
Lanier, quarterback Cole Peace of Cedar Bluff, 
strong safety Demarcus Waldrop of Pinson 
Valley, and defensive tackle Mario Wormley of 
Bessemer Jess Lanier. 

There were also at least two top-flight 
prospects from out-of-state at A-Day. They 
were quarterback Matt Flynn of Robert E. Lee 
High School in Tyler, Texas, and tight end 
Dezmond Sherrod of Caledonia, Mississippi. 

Those prospects got to meet a handful of 
players who have already taken advantage of 
the offer of an Alabama scholarship. Among 
this year’s signees seen at the A-Day Game 
were: 

Quarterback Brandon Avalos of Tuscaloosa 
Hillcrest, defensive end Christopher Browder 
of Camden Wilcox-Central, defensive tackle 
Ahmad Childress of Garden City (Kansas) 
Community College, defensive tackle Jeremy 
Clark of Daphne, offensive guard Grant 
Dickey of Robert E. Lee High in Tyler, Texas, 
linebacker Juwan Garth of Decatur Austin, 
defensive end Chris Harris of Tuscaloosa 
Central, running back Nick Luke of Phenix 
City central, cornerback Chauncey Malone of 
Trinity West Morgan, linebacker Greg McLain 


1976 Alabama vs. Ole Miss 
1973 Alabama vs. Florida 
1971 Alabama vs. Florida 
1970 Alabama vs. Virginia Tech 
1969 Alabama vs. Clemson 
1969 Alabama vs. Virginia Tech 
1967 Alabama vs. Vanderbilt 
1965 Alabama vs. Vanderbilt 
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of Lineville, linebacker Derrick Pope of 
Garden City Community College in Kansas, 
cornerback Ramzee Robinson of Huntsville 
Butler, linebacker Demeco Ryans of Bessemer 
Jess Lanier, and defensive end Kyle Tatum of 
Prattville. 


alk-on players are a part of the 
Alabama strategy for building and 
maintaining a strong football pro- 


gram and a handful of those who have com- 
mitted to join the Crimson Tide without ben- 
efit of scholarship were also on hand for the 
A-Day Game. They included four from 
Bakersfield Community College in California 
and the brother of one of those, a high school 
star in Colonia, New Jersey. 

The junior college players are wide receiver 
Irving Batiste, 6-2, 220; defensive end Aubrey 
Doroisme, 6-3, 240; defensive tackle Zachary 
Saxton, 6-4, 310; and athlete Dennis Dubois, 
5-10, 185. Also on hand was Dennis Dubois’s 
brother, athlete Derek Dubois, 5-8, 175, from 
Colonia. 

‘BAMA has become aware of another 
prospect who has intentions of walking on at 
Alabama next season. He is Rusty Hill, a 6-1, 
215-pound fullback and linebacker from 
Hokes Bluff. He has been clocked at 4.7 in the 
40-yard dash and was the leader of the state 
3A champions. He also has a reputation for 
being active in the weightroom. 


Wanted To Buy 
Alabama Football Memorabilia 


¢ Game Programs: Any Alabama-Auburn program 1970 and before 
Any Alabama-Tennessee program 1956 and before 


Also 
¢ Media Guides: Any Alabama football media guide 1961 or before 
¢ Team Autographed Footballs/Ticket Stubs/Bowl Game Programs 
e Autographed Photos/Sports Pages/Newspaper Clippings 


Call: (901) 759-1877 (Daytime) 
(901) 683-9485 (Evenings & Weekends) 
FAX (901) 759-1852 


Iam a collector, not a dealer, so I can pay higher prices. Please 
check with me before selling your Alabama Football Memorabilia. 


1961 Alabama vs. Tulane 
1960 Alabama vs. Tulane 
1959 Alabama vs. Houston 
1959 Alabama vs. Memphis St. 
1958 Alabama vs. LSU 

1958 Alabama vs. Miss. State 
1958 Alabama vs. Memphis St 
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Call Today! 
1-800-713-2261 


e Subscribe 

e Re-New 

e Gilt 
Subscriptions 


A subscription to "BAMA, INSIDE 
THE CRIMSON TIDE, is the best way 
for Alabama fans to keep up 
with their favorite team. 

*BAMA includes 10 magazines 
and newsletters after every foot- 
ball game. 

While the emphasis is on foot- 
ball and football recruiting, ALL 
Alabama men’s and women’s 
sports are covered. 

And no one covers recruiting, 
before and after the signing 
dates, like BAMA. 

Use our convenient toll free 
telephone number to subscribe, 
re-new your subscription, or to 
give a gift to a Crimson Tide fan. 
Gift subscriptions include a card 
announcing your generosity. 

(Telephone orders VISA and 
MasterCard only.) 

Or you may FAX your credit 
card order to 1-205-345-1260 or 
mail your check for $35 per sub- 
scription (Alabama residents 
must include an additional $2 
for sales tax) to 


"BAMA 
PO. Box 86 6104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054 
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The Appeal 

There are few things regarding Alabama 
athletics in which there is more interest by 
Crimson Tide followers than the appeal of 
NCAA penalties against Bama’s football pro- 
gram. However, there is also no subject 
about which less information is likely to be 
made available for several more weeks. 

It is Alabama's aim to have a successful ap- 
peal. And it is the strategy of The University’s 
legal team, headed up by famed trial lawyer 
Robert Cunningham, along with University 
Staff Attorney Stan Murphy, that it would 
like the Infractions Committee to struggle 
along in its response without any help from 
the public. Thus, Bama has kept the details 
of its appeal private. The University submit- 
ted materials in support of its appeal to the 
NCAA Infractions Appeals Committee on 
April 12. Under NCAA rules, the Commit- 
tee On Infractions has 30 days to submit its 
response. The University then has 14 days in 
which to file a reply. After all documents 
have been submitted, the Infractions Appeals 
Committee will schedule and conduct a 
hearing on the appeal. There is no set 
timetable for such a hearing or for a final de- 
cision on the appeal, but it is not unreason- 
able to expect the Infractions Appeals 
Committee to hear Alabama's case in mid- 
summer. 

Alabama would like to have the decision of 
the Infractions Appeals Committee prior to 
the start of the 2002 football season, 


Leadership Council 

Alabama Head Football Coach Dennis 
Franchione announced that 16 Crimson Tide 
players would comprise the Leadership 
Council for the 2002 season. The Leadership 
Council meets regularly to discuss issues 
with Bama’s head football coach. 

“This is a very prestigious honor,” said 
Franchione. “The group is a little larger than 
normal, but I think that shows how much 
leadership we have on this team.” 

The Leadership Council includes represen- 
tatives of offense, defense, special teams, and 
non-scholarshipped players. 

Members of the Leadership Council are: 

Offense — Wide receiver Antonio Carter, 
wide receiver Sam Collins, center Alonzo 
Ephraim, tailback Ahmaad Galloway, tight 
end/fullback Theo Sanders, guard Justin 
Smiley, and quarterback Tyler Watts. 

Defense — Strong safety Waine Bacon, 
linebacker Brooks Daniels, cornerback 
Gerald Dixon, tackle Jarret Johnson, tackle 
Kenny King, end Kindal Moorehead, and 
linebacker Cornelius Wortham. 

The special teams representative is 
punter/kickoff man Lane Bearden and the 
representative of non-scholarshipped players 
is strong safety Marc Miller. 


Basketball Honors 

Basketball Times has honored two Alabama 
men’s basketball players. Junior forward 
Erwin Dudley was named third team All- 
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America and guard Mo Williams was named 
second team All-Freshman. 

Williams was named basketball's best fresh- 
man by The Sporting News. The Jackson, 
Mississippi, native who was a starter in every 
game for the Crimson Tide, was its national 
Freshman of the Year. 

Williams averaged 10.4 points, 3.9 re- 
bounds and 4.5 assists a game for the 
Crimson Tide this season. His first year of 
college ball included a 33 points and 10 re- 
bounds performance against Florida Atlantic 
in his first NCAA tournament game on 
March 14, as well as two other double dou- 
bles in points and assists. 

Williams shot 85.7 percent from the free 
throw line and was also voted Southeastern 
Conference Freshman of the Year by the 
league's head coaches. 


Basketball Team Awards 

It was a season to celebrate for the 
University of Alabama men’s basketball team 
which won the 2002 Southeastern Confer- 
ence championship, produced the second 
most number of wins (27-8) in school histo- 
ry, swept the three SEC major awards, and 
was the number two seed in the NCAA 
South Regional. And this year’s annual 
awards reception, sponsored by the 
Tuscaloosa Tip-Off Club and Tide Pride, 
noted those achievements and more. 

“I'm so proud of our team and the things 
we accomplished,” said Alabama Coach 
Mark Gottfried, whose team ended the sea- 
son ranked eighth in the final AP poll. 
“Winning championships and being ranked 
as high as we did I think are phenomenal for 
this group considering that we are still a rela- 
tively young team. So I’m just thrilled, and I 
can’t wait for next year to get here.” 

Gottfried and his coaching staff presented 
Alabama’s players with the following awards: 

Highest free throw percentage: Mo 
Williams and Travis Stinnett (85 per cent); 
highest assist average: Mo Williams (4.5 as- 
sists per game); highest field goal percentage: 
Erwin Dudley (55.6 per cent); highest three- 
point field goal percentage: Antoine Pettway 
(40.8 per cent); most steals: Mo Williams; 
most blocked shots: Kenny Walker; most 
improved: Earnest Shelton; 

Senior Award: Solomon Davis; Academic 
All-SEC: Terrance Meade, Travis Stinnett, Jim 
Bakken; Hayden Riley Scholarship Award 


Looking For A Speaker? 


*BaMA Editor Kirk McNair is a frequent 
speaker at meetings of Alabama alumni, 
Red Elephant gatherings, Quarterback and 
Touchdown clubs, etc. 

If your group is looking for a speaker on 
Alabama football for next fall or before, 


contact Vera Dowdle at ‘BAMA Magazine, 
(205) 345-5074 for details. Alumni groups 
should contact Cheryl Altemara, manager 
of chapter devolopment in the National 
Alumni Association office, at (205) 348- 
1550. 


(highest GPA): Terrance Meade (3.6 in busi- 
ness); Jerry Harper Rebounding Award: 
Erwin Dudley (8.9 this season, 908 career); 
Guy Lee Turner Defensive Award: Demetrius 
Smith; Hustle Award: Reggie Rambo; 

1,000 Career Points Scorers: Erwin Dudley, 
Rod Grizzard, Terrance Meade 

900th Career Rebounds: Erwin Dudley 
(908 career rebounds, career average of 9.1) 


Women’s Draft 

The Women’s National Basketball 
Association held its sixth annual player draft 
in April and a pair of former Crimson Tide 
standouts made the cut as LaNisha Cartwell 
and Shondra Johnson both had their names 
called out. 

Cartwell, a 6-2 center from Montevallo, 
was the first pick in the third of four rounds 
(number 33 overall) by the Washington 
Mystics and Johnson, a 5-9 guard from New 
Orleans, was tabbed as the 10th pick in the 
third round (number 42) by the four-time 
WNBA Champion Houston Comets. 


Change In Assistants 

A head coach has mixed emotions when he 
loses an assistant, particularly when the as- 
sistant gets a head coaching job. While that 
is obviously a loss to the program, it is also a 
testament to it. 

And so, Alabama Head Women’s Basketball 
Coach Rick Moody gave his blessing to 
Michael Murphy, who has been named head 
coach at Troy State. And Moody had a man 
in mind to add to Alabama's staff with the va- 
cancy. Kelly Brooks, beginning his second 
term with the Alabama women’s basketball 
team, returns to the Tide coaching staff fol- 
lowing a two-year stint as an athletic aca- 
demic programs advisor at Alabama. Brooks 
previously worked on Moody’s staff as a 
graduate assistant/administrative assistant for 
three seasons from 1997-2000. 

Murphy began his collegiate coaching ca- 
reer as a graduate assistant for the Alabama 
men’s program in 1987-88. He returned to 
The Capstone in 1995 as the Administrative 
Assistant for the Men’s team before joining 
the women’s staff for the 1997-98 season. 
During his five seasons as an assistant with 
the women, the Tide posted a 97-59 overall 
record and made five consecutive postseason 
appearances including two in the NCAA and 
three WNIT. This will be Murphy's second 
head coaching stint as he led the Viterbo 
College men’s program from 1992-95. 


Football Player Homers 

When Spencer Pennington clubbed his 
first college career home run in early April, it 
helped the Alabama baseball team of Coach 
Jim Wells to a three-game sweep of Florida. 
The two-run home run into the teeth of a 
strong wind in right-center was the first 
home run by an Alabama football player 
since Philip Doyle in 1991. Pennington is a 
quarterback on the Crimson Tide football 
team and _ split time between the two sports 
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this spring. 

Alabama's baseball team is among the 
country’s best, ranked as high as second in 
the nation. 


Scholarship For Pickens 

As much as any other athlete in Alabama's 
storied history, Andreé Pickens has proven 
time and again that at Alabama you can have 
and do it all. (See Page 23 for Pickens’ suc- 
cess in leading the Crimson Tide gymnastics 
team to this year’s national championship.) 

The three-time Southeastern Conference 

Gymnast of the Year and 14-time All- 
America was awarded the SEC's Community 
Service Postgraduate Scholarship this spring. 
She was praised by SEC Commissioner Roy 
Kramer for her “commitment to community 
service.” The commissioner said she had 
made her community a better place and that 
he hoped others would be inspired to action 
in their communities by her example.” 

Pickens was chosen by a committee of fac- 
ulty athletics representatives from SEC uni- 
versities. She will receive a $5,000 post-grad- 
uate scholarship, provided by the SEC. 

A finalist for a prestigious NCAA 
Postgraduate Scholarship, Pickens has coor- 
dinated and organized activities for the 
Student-Athlete Advisory Board, including a 
clothes drive, working in a soup kitchen, par- 
ticipating in the American Heart Association 
Heart Walk and visiting an assisted living 
home. She has spoken to children at several 
elementary schools in the Tuscaloosa area 
and has worked with children’s projects dur- 
ing the holiday seasons. She has also worked 
with Special Olympics, the United Way and 
visited ill children at several local hospitals. 

Pickens has maintained a 3.27 grade point 
average, majoring in biology, at Alabama. 


Swim Success 

Freshman sensation Stefan Gherghel de- 
stroyed Alabama's school record on the way 
to winning the 200 butterfly title on the last 
day of the NCAA Swimming and Diving 
Championships this year. On the strength of 
Gherghel’s win and freshman diver Stewart 
Smith's fifth place finish off the one-meter 
board, Alabama posted its first top-20 finish 
since 1994 when the Tide was 10th. Alabama 
took 20th place with 34 points. 

“Stefan swam a great race, a smart race,” 
Alabama head coach Don Wagner said. “He 
went from fifth to first over the last 25. 
While we were sure short on numbers, we 
obviously had a pair of quality performances 
that were able to carry us.” 

After decimating the competition on a na- 
tional basis, Gherghel took his act interna- 
tional and proved himself a contender. Just 
weeks after winning the NCAA 200 butterfly 
title, Gherghel competed at the short course 
World Championships in Moscow and took 
third in the 200-meter butterfly with a blis- 
tering 1:54.16 finishing just behind Great 
Britain’s James Hickman and Australia’s 
Justin Norris. In the 100 butterfly, the All- 
America took 12th with a 52.85. 

Both Gherghel’s swims at the World 
Championships resulted in career best times. 
After his first year with the Tide Gherghel 
owns the school record in both the 100 and 
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Historically, a number of our subscribers 
change addresses at the beginning of sum- 


mer. The next issue of "BAMA, the August 
issue, will be mailed in late July. If you are 


going to have an address change, please let 
us know so you do not miss an issue. We 
cannot guarantee that we will be able to re- 
place missed issues of BAMA when we have 
not been notified of a change of address. The 
Post Office provides special post cards for 
address change, or you can send us your old 
and new addresses to P.O. Box 866104, 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054, or FAX them to 
(205) 345-1260, or telephone 1-800-713- 
2261. 

This is also a time when a number of sub- 
scriptions are due for renewal. We make 
every effort to remind you with a card, but 
you may want to take a moment to check the 
status of your subscription by looking at 
your mailing label. 

On the magazine address label, above the 
name, is a set of numbers that is the account 
number followed by the expiration date. 


200 butterfly. He was the Tide’s first NCAA 
swimming champion since Glenn Mills in 
1983 and the first NCAA champion since 
diver Brent Roberts in 1998. 

The Alabama women also enjoyed NCAA 
success. Although Bama did not have any in- 
dividual winners, the Tide finished 18th. 


Strikeout Queen 

Alabama All-America pitcher Shelley Laird 
became the 14th pitcher in the history of 
NCAA softball to record 1,000 strikeouts 
when she struck out Didi Justice for the first 
out in the bottom of the seventh inning in 
the Tide’s 3-0 win over Ole Miss in mid- 
April. 

“| had been thinking about it ever since | 
woke up this morning,” said Laird after the 
game. “I hate worrying about numbers and | 
just wanted to get it over with. When it final- 
ly happened I was thinking ‘Ok, its over with 
now lets get this game over with and go on.’ ” 

In part for that accomplishment, Laird was 
named SEC Pitcher of the Week. During the 
week she played in four games, had a 3-0 
record while striking out 31 batters in 23 in- 
nings and posting a 0.30 ERA. 

Laird is a two-time recipient of the award 
this season and has been named SEC Pitcher 
of the Week a total of five times throughout 
her career. 

By the end of her honor week she had 
notched her 112th victory, ninth in NCAA 
history. She also ranked 13th in all-time 
NCAA appearances and 16th in all-time 
pitching starts. 


Olympic Trainee 

Former Alabama softball All-America Kelly 
Kretschman has been listed among 20 play- 
ers to participate in a team camp, May 30- 
June 3, at the ARCO Olympic Training 
Center in Chula Vista, California. 

These players will join the 22 athletes se- 
lected in January to compete for spots on 
teams that will represent the U.S. in interna- 
tional competition this summer. 


Don’t Make A Move Without Telling Us 


An example of information on a label: 


(account #) (expiration date) 
845737BM MAY 02 
I M WINNER 


2002 NATIONAL CHAMPIONS ST 
TUSCALOOSA AL 35401-1221 
(ZIP+4) 

If your subscription has expired, or if it is 
nearing renewal time, you may call VISA or 
MasterCard credit card orders to 1-800-713- 
2261. Mail checks to ’BAMA, P.O. Box 
866104, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054. A sub- 
scription is $35 per year (plus $2 sales tax 
for Alabama residents). 

It is helpful to give us your account num- 
ber and name and address when you renew. 
Also, be sure to let us know immediately if 
your address is not correct. 

And, if your post office has assigned you a 
ZIP+4 number that we do not yet have, 
please let us know those additional four 
numbers. Your local postmaster can give you 
those four numbers. This information on the 
label frequently speeds delivery. 


A four-time All-America at Alabama, 
Kretschman was an alternate on the 2000 
United States Olympic softball team that 
won the gold medal at the Sydney Olympic 
Games. 

Two teams will be selected following the 
team camp in May/June. One will represent 
the USA at the U.S. Cup in Honolulu, 
Hawaii, (July 4-7), the Canada Cup in 
Surrey, B.C., Canada (July 16-21) and the ISF 
Women's World Championship in Saskatoon, 
Canada (July 25-August 4). 

The second team selected will be called the 
USA Softball Elite Team, and it will help pre- 
pare the World Championship team for in- 
ternational events by competing in scrim- 
mages and exhibition games prior to these 
events. The Elite Team will also compete in 
the Canada Cup. 


Football 101 

The highly-acclaimed gridiron class for 
women, Football 101, featuring Coach 
Dennis Franchione and the Alabama football 
staff, will be Sunday, July 28 at the Bryant 
Conference Center. 

The class covers all aspects of football, 
rules, equipment and other activities and is 
divided among beginner, intermediate and 
advanced levels. The Crimson Tide staff pro- 
vides instruction and interacts with the par- 
ticipants. 

The initial session last year sold out in 
three days, so the class has been expanded 
with an enrollment limit of 1,000. Cost is 
$89 including a unique course syllabus, 
shirt, meal and other materials. 

There will be an optional chapel service 
with testimony from a UA coach at 11:30 
a.m., followed by registration at 12:30 p.m. 
Coach Fran opens the instruction at 1:30 
p.m. Following dinner at 6:30 p.m., there 
will be an autograph and photo opportunity 
for participants. 

For additional information or registration, 
contact Crimson Tide Sports Marketing, Box 
11010, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486. 
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2002 Alabama Spring Sports Results 


Baseball 
Date Opponent Time 
UA Score Opp. Score 
4 Louisiana Tech 0 
5 Georgia Southern 
7 Georgia Southern 6 
9 Georgia Southern = 3 
4 Georgia State 2 
ll Arkansas State 3 
14 Arkansas State 5 
7 Arkansas State 3 
2 North Alabama 1 
Hormel Classic @ Minneapolis 
9 Tennessee 0 
2 Minnesota 5 
8 Florida Atlantic 3 
+ South Alabama 10 
@ Hank Aaron Stadium 
| SE Louisiana 2 
11 SE Louisiana 9 
7 SE Louisiana 6 
19 Miss. Valley St. 0 
+ B’ham Sourthern #2 
T Tennessee 3 
14 Tennessee 2 
7 Tennessee 1 
Jacksonville St. ppd. 
9 @ Arkansas 5 
0 @ Arkansas 10 
4 @ Arkansas 1 
17 Oklahoma 3 
@ Oklahoma City 
10 @ South Carolina 6 
6 @ South Carolina 9 
3 @ South Carolina 4 
4+ Southern Miss 3 
12 Austin Peay 10 
4+ Florida l 
¢ Florida 2 
6. Florida 5 
5 @ UAB 3 
11 @ Kentucky 9 
10 @ Kentucky 1 
14 @ Kentucky 4 
14 Samford 7 
3 Ole Miss 4 
12 Ole Miss 2 
2 Ole Miss 5 
Apr. 24 @ Jacksonville St. 6:00 
Apr. 26 Auburn 6:30 
Apr. 27 Auburn (Fox) — 3:00 
Apr. 28 Auburn 2:00 
May 1 UAB 7:00 
May3 @Georgia 5:30 
May4+ @Georgia 2:00 
May5 @ Georgia 1:00 


May 10 Mississippi St. 6:30 
May 11 Mississippi St. 4:00 
May 12 Mississippi St. 2:00 


May 17 @LSU 6:30 
May 18 @ LSU 2:00 
May 19 @LSU 1:00 


May 22- SEC Tournament 

May 26 @ Hoover Met 

May 31- NCAA Regionals 
June2 TBA 

June 7- NCAA SuperRegionals 
June9 TBA 

June 14- College World Series 
June 22 @ Omaha, Nebraska 
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Softball 


Date Opponent Time 
UA Score Opp. Score 
@ Arizona 8 
@ Arizona 13 
@ Arizona ll 
BAMA BASH 
Maryland 
Samford 
Evansville 
Samford 
Evansville 
UNLV Invitational 
UCLA 
UNLV 
Oregon 
Oregon State 
Texas Tech 
eadoff Classic @ Columbus 
Oklahoma 
Utah 
Mississippi State 
LSU 
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-8 Oakland (2) 
Mar. 1-3 CRIMSON CLASSI 
North Carolina 
Western Kentucky 
North Carolina 


Jacksonville St. 
Georgia (2) 4- 
Georgia 

@ Arkansas (2) 2- 
@ Arkansas 

Florida (2) 3- 
Florida 

Tennessee (2) 0- 
Tennessee 

Centenary 

@ Kentucky (2) 0- 
@ Kentucky 
Jackson St. (2) 
LSU (2) 

LSU (Fox) 
Southern Miss 
@ Ole Miss (2) 1 
@ Ole Miss 

@ Southern Miss 

0-8 @ Miss. State (2) 4- 
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@ Miss. State 
Apr. 27 So. Carolina (2) 1:00 
Apr. 28 So. Carolina 1:30 
Apr. 30 @ Troy State 6:00 
May4+ @Auburn(2) Noon 
May5 @Auburn Noon 


May 9- SEC Tournament 
May 12 @ Chattanooga 

May 16- NCAA Regionals 
May 19 @ campus sites 

May 23- College World Series 
May 27 @ Oklahoma City 


Men's Golf 
Date Event Finish 
Feb.9- Gator Invitational 
Feb.10 @Gainesville 6 of 15 


Feb. 18- Matlock Collegiate 

Feb. 19 @ Lakeland, Fla. 4 of 15 
Mar. 8- —_ UNLV Invitational 

Mar. 10 @Las Vegas 14 of 16 
Mar. 15- Conrad Rehling Invit. 
Mar. 17 @ Capstone Club 2 of 15 
Apr. 19- SEC Championships 
Apr.21  @Sea Island,Ga. 9th 
May 16- NCAA Regionals 

May 18 @Atlanta 

May 29- NCAA Championships 
June 1 @ Columbus, Ohio 


Men's Tennis 
Date Opponent Time 
UA Score Opp. Score 
7 Samford 
Southern Miss 
@TCU 
@ Louisville 
@ Ohio State 
Clemson 
Michigan 
@ FSU 
Furman 
LSU 
Arkansas 
Tennessee 
@ Georgia 
@ Miss. State 
@ Ole Miss 
@ Columbia 
@ Florida 
@ South Carolina 
Kentucky 
Vanderbilt 
+ Auburn 
Apr. 18- SEC Championships 
Apr. 22 @ Knoxville 
(Eliminated by LSU) 

May 12- NCAA Regionals 
May 15 TBA 

May 20- NCAA Championships 
May 27 @ Athens 
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Men's Outdoor Track 


Date Event Finish 
Mar. 16 SEC Challenge 


@ Starkville, Miss. Ist 
Mar. 21- Alabama Relays 
Mar. 24 Ist 


Mar. 29- Stanford Invitational 
Mar. 30 @ Palo Alto, Calif.n/a 
Apr. 12 Sun Angel Invitational 
@ Tempe, Ariz. 
Apr. 20 LSU Invitational 
Apr. 25- Drake Relays 
Apr. 27 @ Des Moines, lowa 
May 10- SEC Championships 
May 13. @ Starkville, Miss. 
May 20 Georgia Tech 
Last Chance 
May 29- NCAA Championships 
June 1 @ Baton Rouge 
June 20- USATF Championships 
June 24 @ Sacramento, Calif. 


Women’s Tennis 


Date Opponent Time 
UA Score Opp. Score 
7 Louisiana Monroe 0 
7 Southern Miss 0 
5 Washington St. 2, 
@ Seattle 

@ Washington 5 
@ Houston 3 
@ Rice 2 
Troy State 0 
Middle Tennessee 1 
Florida State 3 
@ Arkansas 3 
@ Tennessee 7 
Georgia > 
Mississippi St 0 
Ole Miss 4 
Coastal Carolina 0 
@ LSU 3 
Florida 6 
South Carolina 4 
@ Kentucky 7 
@ Vanderbilt 6 
@ UAB rained out 
@ Auburn + 
Apr. 18- SEC Championships 
Apr. 21 @ Columbia, S.C. 
(Eliminated by Ole Miss) 

May 10- NCAA Regionals 

May 12 TBA 

May 16- NCAA Championships 
May 25 @ Palo Alto, Calif. 
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Women’s Golf 
Date Event Finish 
Feb. 22- Florida Lady Gator 
Feb. 24 @ Gainesville 13 of 16 
Mar. 15- Lady Gamecock 
Mar. 17 @ Columbia 15 of 15 
Mar. 22- Liz Murphey Classic 
Mar. 24 @ Athens, Ga.10 of 15 
LSU Invitational 
@ Baton Rouge 7 of 13 
Apr. 19- SEC Championships 
Apr. 21 @dAthens,Ga. 7th 
NCAA Regional 
May 11 TBA 
May 21- NCAA Championships 
May 24 @ Seattle, Wash. 


Women's Outdoor Track 


Date Event Finish 
Mar. 16 SEC Challenge 


@ Starkville, Miss. 3rd 
Mar. 21- Alabama Relays 
Mar. 24 3rd 


Mar. 29- Raleigh Relays 
Mar. 30 @Raleigh, N.C. n/a 
Mar. 29- Stanford Invite 
Mar. 30 @ Palo Alto, Calif.n/a 


Apr.6 Texas Relays 
@ Austin, Texas n/a 
Apr.6 Spec Townes Relay 


@ Athens,Ga. n/a 


Apr. 13 Sea Ray Relays 


@ Knoxville n/a 


Date Event Finish 
Apr. 20 LSU Invit. 
Apr. 20 Sac Relays 

@ Walnut, Calif. 
Apr. 25- Penn Relays 
Apr. 27 @ Philadelphia 
May 10- SEC Championships 
May 13 @ Starkville 
May 17- Reebok Invitational 
May 18 @Atlanta 
May 29- NCAA Championships 
June1 @Baton Rouge 
June 20- USATF Championships 
June 23 @ Sacramento, Calif. 
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The Crmon Tide : 
Tailgate Collection 


Quad 1 


Fleece on the inside and 
water-repellent nylon on 
the outside. It’s a tote 

bag, a seat cushion, 
unzips into a poncho 
and spreads into a 
48 x 96 blanket. 


16 02. Travel Mugs 

This set of Stainless Steel Travel 
Mugs feature the Crimson Tide 
logo on one side and the 
school name on the other. 
Includes double wall insula- 
tion, and a snug drink-through 
removable lid. Fits most car 


cup holders. 5 '/4" High. 
Sold as a set of two. 


Coffee Mugs 

This set of Stainless 

Steel Coffee Mugs 

feature durable 

plastic inner lining 

for insulation and 

padded scratch 

proof bottoms. Crimson 

Tide logo on one side and 
the school name on the other. 
4 3/e" High. Sold as a set of two. 


This set of 

Stainless Steel 

Can Coolers 

feature a foam 

lining and a 

padded scratch- 

proof bottom. 

Crimson Tide logo on one side and 

the school name on the other. 4" High. Sold 
as a set of two. 


This chair is ultra light and 
ultra comfortable. Three 
reclining positions. Won't 
rust and is made with stain 
resistant washable fabric. 


fcuncon nee) 
3/4 Liter 
Thermos 


This Stainless 
Steel thermos 
features double 
wall construction 
to keep liquids 
the perfect tem- 
perature. 

11" High. 


Ultra Light 
Tailgate Chair 


Ultra light, ultra strong and 

ultra comfortable with a rust 

proof frame, stain resistant fabric, five reclining positions, and built in 
drink holders. Won't sink in the sand and angled rubber feet for maxi- 
mum grip on a slippery deck. Tumbler not included. 


' CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL 1-800-713-2261 


OR SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: BAMA MAGAZINE, 
P.O. BOX 866104, TUSCALOOSA, AL 35486 


O) My check or money order payable to BAMA MAGAZINE is enclosed 
Q) Charge to my: 


=a 
O visa O Mastercard S$ 
Cost Ea. Total 


Ultra Light Chair $59.99 CARD NO. 
Sand Chair $29.99 NAME 
Stainless Coffee Mug (Set of 2) $23.00 
Stainless Thermos 

Stainless Travel Mug (Set of 2) 

Stainless Can Cooler (Set of 2) 

Quad 1 

Shipping & Handling (*see below) 

Alabama Residents Add 8% Sales Tax 


EXPIRATION DATE 
STATE 


ADDRESS PHONE 


SIGNATURE GIFT FROM 

*Add shipping and handling charges to each order as follows: Up to $25 add 65.95, 
$25.01 to $45 add $8.95, $45.01 to $60 add $10.95, $60.01 to $90 add $12.95, 
$90.01 to $125 add $15.95, $125.01 to $150 add $19.99, over $150 add $24.99. 
Allow 1-2 weeks for delivery - Continental U.S. Only. 
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INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


The Magazine For The Grimson Vide Football Fan. 
The Magazine For You. Month After Month BAMA Brings You The 
‘Tnside Scoop On Crimson Tide Football. Not just The Headlines. 


Foothall since 19 
get the facts and figures, 


also get the story behind the | 


story. We profile the stars 
and the stars-to-be, coaches, 


and even the stars of 
yesteryear as we remember 
Alabama tradition. And for 
the best and most accurate 
recruiting information, 
nothing compares. 


Piease Senp Me One Year 
Or ‘BAMA For Omnty $35.00. 


Total amount enclosed $ for 
dents add $2.00 sales tax to each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 


Oi payment Enclosed Make checks payable to: 
“BAMA Magazine 


OMastercard PO. Box 866104 
OVisa Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 
Bank Card# 


Signature 


Please Print 
To: (Name) 


(Address) 
(City) 
Daytime Phone Number. 


If This Is A Gift, 
Gift From: (Name) 


(Address) 


(City), 


subscriptions. Alabama resi- 


Exp. Date__ 


New Subscription. Renewal_ 


up with all nie oe 
August through May. Great 
gift idea, too! 

Make the big play to 
get on the inside of Crimson 
Tide football. Return the 
coupon or for immediate 
service, just call toll-free 


1-800-713-2261. 


